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HE ee Sheets might in 
robability have never ſeen 


the Light, had 50 many Gentle- _— . 
men 4 great D inciun, _ i 
in Fortune and 2 aracter, been * 
- " infamouſly aburd by miniſterial 
Authority, as A Kennel of Hounds, Tray tors, 
Run-aways, Scoundrels, Rogues and Ra. 8, 


1 for only following the Diftates of their Con- 


ſciences, and endeavauring to ſerve their 
1 Country. 


Every Man, 4 hind "oy: any Remarks 
1 on our Political Diſputes, ſeveral Tears 1 
A0 muſt have obſerv'd. t * the miniſterial 
| Writers have always dealt in perſonal Pane- | 
| gyrick, or perſonal Calumny, inſtead of de- 
1 fending the Meaſures, which have been the 
Occaſiom of theſe unhappy Litigations ; wbere- 
1 as the Country Writers have chiefly onfin d 
E ta Facts, 7 * Perſons, and 


D 


2 


iv PR E F A CE. 


never attack d the latter, without very great 


 Provocation, any farther than the Matter in 
Queſtion might be thought to reflect upon 


Them. . 


T am very ſorry for the Occaſion of ſaying 
ſo much upon this Subject, in the followin 
Sheets; but Truth ought to be heard on bot 
Sides. £Ehough, and more than enough, hath 
been ſaid on one Side already; and 1 hope the 


other Side may be allow'd to make their Dea 


4. 


alteram Partem. 


fence, acrora,ng to that old Maxim; audi 


1 D KE S x5% 


10 THE 


ELECTO RS, Oc. 


. Gentlemen, ©... a | 
8 | HOUGH You have already ap- 
Wel proved the Conduct of thoſe Mem- 
bers, who have purpoſcly abſented 
Themſelves from all Mectings of 
Parliament, ſince the Approbation 
— there given to the late Convention 
with Spain ; yet as the Succeſs of the ſalutary Mea- 
ſures, propos'd by this Seceſſion, ought to be much 
dearer to Thoſe engag'd in it, than meerly the 
Defence of their own Characters; and as the chief 
View of it was to fave a ſinking Conſtitution, by 
exciting the publick Attention, and endeavouring 
to diſpoſe every diſintereſted Briton ſeriouſly to 
examine into the preſent Poſture of our Affairs, 
and the Cauſes of thoſe lat? Events, which have 
ſo apparently fully'd our national Honour; it is 
| therefore 
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judices, to which 


frequent Diſappoimments, in Proſecution of the true 
Intereſts of the Nation 


(2) 
therefore abſolutely neceſſary, the Seffion being 
now over, that You ſhould be more fully inform” 
of the Circumſtances, which preceded this Secefſion, 
the Motives that occaſionꝰd it, and the Advantages 
propoſed by it. © On | 

| You need not be told that the greateſt Part of 
Thoſe, who have abſented Themſelves, are Gentle- 
men, whoſe Behaviour in Parliament for many 


| Years paſt, hath at leaſt had the Appearance of Dif- 


intereſtedneſs, and conſequently merited your Ap- 
plauſe. Though their Attempts for the publick Good 
have been often defeated; yet They flatter'd Them- 
ſelves that a corrupt Influence was not fo ſtrong, bus 


that Truth might at laſt prevail againſt it. For this 


Reaſon They were in Hopes that by their Perſe- 
verance, and a continual Application to the Duties 
of their Poſt, 7 ſhould at laſt eradicate zhoſe Pre- 

hey were willing to impute their 


And, notwithſtanding the general ill Succeſs of 


their Endeavours; yet in particular Inſtances, of 
the greateſt Moment, They have ſometimes ſig- 
nally contribated to the Preſervation of the publick 
Happineſs and Liberty ; of which no. other Proofs 


are neceſſary than the Deſtruction. of the Exciſe 
Scheme, which was intirely owing to their publick 
Spirit, ſupported by the general Voice cf the 
People without Doors. 


and their Care to explain the moſt abtruſe and 
important Points, They have render'd. the People 
of this Kingdom better Judges of their true 1n- 


tereſts, (ſuch as the national Debis, the Revenue, 
23 | 3 


7. 
- a 


Nor hath their Behaviour in Parliament been 
unattended with ſome other Advantages, when 
thoſe principally deſign'd by Them have faiPd ; | 
for by their Pains in making Themſelves Maſters, 
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(3) 


the civil. Lit. Treaties, Trade, &c.) than this, or 
perhaps any other People have been, in any Time 


Tus did They proceed, notwithſtanding their 
repeated Attempts to ſerve the Publick had fo 
rarely any Weight; for as They were ſupported 
by a Conſciouſneſs of their honeſt Intentions, and 
were encourag'd in their Reſolution, by the Con- 
currence of the Majority of the Nation, who ſcem'd 
to intereſt Themſelves very ſtrongly in their Suc- 
ceſs, They hoped that the Voice of the People 
would at laſt become the Voice of Parliament, and 
that a Reformation of publick Meaſures would 
crown all their upright Endeavour s. 

But whilft They flatter'd Themſelves with this 
glorious Proſpect, an undue Influence prevail'd in 
all Inſtances, except a very few; and though their 
utmoſt Efforts againſt Them could neither per- 
ſuade the Nation to change its Sentiments, as to 
the Conduct of Affairs, nor degrade theſe Patriots 
from the general Reputation They had ſo deſerved- 


ly obtain'd, yet it is to be fear'd that, in other In- 


ſtances, it hath been too ſucceſsful. 3 
For this Reaſon, it is certainly of the higheſt 
Conſequence that You ſhould examine, with the 
utmoſt Attention, the Conduct of thoſe Gentlemen, 
who have given their Approbation this Seſſion to 


the late Convention with Spain; ſince no Proceed- 


- 


ings of Parliament were ever more liable to in- 


vidious Interpretations, and Suſpicions of undue In- 
fluence. „ REN : 
For this Convention was, in Appearance, ſo in- 


| jurious to our ndoubted Rights, and fa different 


from what We had been taught to expect, that it 


hath undergone the private Cenſure of almoſt _ 


every Individual in the Nation, to whom even the 


moſt obſcure Account of it hath been communi- 


32 cated 


. 
LIED 


8 


cated —— I believe I may venture to aſſert that 
not ten Thouſand out of ten Millions approv'd it. 

Nor did the publick Diſguſt ſtop here, for the 
City of London, and other great trading Towns, 
fearing it would end in the Deſtruction of their 
Commerce, petition*d the Parliament, for the Pre- 
ſervation of their Trade, in Terms, which declar'd, 
as far as They durſt, their Abhorrence of this 
Convention, and their Apprehenſions of its fatal 
Conſequences. = A NIE 

Now, when this Agreement with Spain, thus 
diſhonourable, in Appearance, dreaded by the 
Merchants, and deteſted by the Publick, was not- 
| withſtanding approv*d by a Majority in Parliament, 
many of whom had made no ſcruple in private to 
condemn it, and ſome even after They had ,pub- 
lickly approv'd it; when it likewiſe appear*d that 
the Reaſons urg'd for that Approbation were al- 
together inconcluſive ; and therefore that the Mo- 
tives, which ſway'd Them, Were not of a Nature 
to be publickly ayow'd ; what was not to be ſuſ- 
pected from a Proceeding, in Appearance, ſo very 
extraordinary? - It was not to be doubted 
that Thoſe, who have of late ſo ſtrongly aſſerted 
their Apprehenſions of Corruption, in the Conduct 
of our Parliamentary Affairs, would urge this E- 
vent as a deciſive Inſtance, in Proof of their Accu- 
ſat ion. „ 7 1 RI So 
As the Concurrence of the Majority in Parlia- 
ment, in Favour of the Convention, was fo con- 
trary to the Expectations of the Nation, who were 


as 


in Hopes that the Legiflature would have cenſured 
it, in ſuch a Manner as it was univerſally thought | 
to deſerve z it was judg'd proper that this Appro- | 
bation, ſo liable to malicious Inſinuations, would 
not be {lightly overlook*d by the Public, but ſhould 
be diſtinguiſh'd by a Singularity of Behaviour proper 

ES 0 


Jives. 


(3) 


to excite the general Attention, and thereby dif. 
poſe You to examine the Circumſtances of zhis 
Event, with all the Caution neceflary upon ſo 
important an Occaſion. 

And, ſurely, You cannot poſſibly doubt of the Tit 
portance of the Occaſion, when You conſider that 


the Preſervation, of our Conſtitution, and the En- 
joyment of our moſt valuable Rights, do immedi- 


ately depend on the Integrity of your Repreſenta- 
It 1s therefore of the utmoſt Conſequence 

that You ſhould be particularly inform*d of their 
Behaviour; eſpecially if, at any Time, it ſhould 
appear to be obſcure or ambiguous. | 
if it could be pre ſum'd that the Convention, when 
examin'd attentively, would really appear as miſ- 


chievous to our Commerce, and as ſhameful to our 


national Character, as it hath been commonly re- 
preſented, it could never have receiv'd the unby- 
aſsd Sanction of the Legiſlature. If therefore We 
are at Liberty to ſuſpeck that undue Influence pre- 
vail'd, in this Inſtance, and that our moſt valuable 
Rights were ſacrificd to the Safety of the Miniſter, 
We can have no Reaſon to hope that Thoſe, who 
for their private Intereſts had thus abandon'd Us, 
will ever oppole any future Exceſſes of anmfterial 
Power, however exorbitant. 

In this Caſe, it becomes the Duty of Thoſe, who 
firſt perceive the Danger, and know the Conſe- 
quences of it, to forewarn you of your perilous Si- 
tuation; for though whenever it ſhall happen that 
a Majority of your Repreſentatives are in the Hands 
of the Miniſter, voting only as He inſtructs Them, 
Lou are then indeed under abſelute Power,; yet chis 
Grievance, if timely perceiv'd by You, is always 


to be remedied by legal Methods, veſted in You by 


our Conſtitution for that Purpoſe; the Laws having 


ay 2 the Right of petitioning his Majeſty for 
i free 


(6) 


a free Parliament; and, at a ew Election, it ia 
your Duty to withdraw your Truſt from Thoſe, 
'8 who You bee Reaſon to believe have perfidiouſly 
| fold You, and to replace Them with Gen/lemen more 
| 9 85 worthy of your Confidence. 
But ould You not be thoroughly made ſenfible 
of the lu fluence and evil Tendency of Corruption, 
| or ſuffer Yourſelves to be deceiv*d by the outward 
11 Farms of a Parliament, when the Effence of it is 
- gone; à ſhort Continuance under this Deception | 
may for ever diſable You from preſerving that In- 
dependency of Parliament, upon which all your an- 
tient Libere, depend. 
It therefore appears of how great Conſ uence it 
is to the Publick, that You ſhould be rous'd by any 
lawful Meaſures, the more Jong ular the more ef- 
feftual, whenever it ſhall be be Aover d that the 
Parliament is in the Power of of the Minifer. 5 
The doin 1 of This by all proper Methods, how- 
ever unuſual they may be, becomes in ſuch Cir. 
3 cumſtances as much more the Duty of every 50. 
gf : neſt Repreſentative, than his Attendance on the 
=_ |. minurer Intereſts of his Borough, or County, as the 
| Preſervation of Liberty, and the Support of our 
* 75 Conſtilution are of "mote Conſequence than the 
q FS Rights of any particular Society. 
sf 
| 
| 
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Suppoſing therefore that the Convention was 

| 5 really as diſhonourable as the Publict have been 

\ | made to believe, and conſequently that it could 

. only be approvid by ſuch as were gain'd by undue 

1 Influence; on this Suppęſition, I ſay, it is evident 

| that the Gentlemen in the Seceſſion, by raiſing the 
Attention of the Nations and thereby engaging ; You 

in a more particular Diſcuſſion of this Affair, have 

contriputed their dem to. your future Preſerva- 

tion. | | | 
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A more accurate Diſquiſition into our late Ne- 
gociations with Spain being therefore conſeſſedly 
neceſſary, either to juſtify the general Diſlike of 
them without Dogrs, or to vindicate the Characters 
of thoſe Gentlemen, who voted for it within Doors, 


| I hall endeavous 10 gratify that Defire of Infor 


mation, which the late Seceion hath rais d in You, 
and to lay before You all the materia} Particulars 
of that memorable Tranſaction. * 
But I muſt obſerve to Tou, that it is neceſſary 
You ſhould be firſt acquainted with the many 
Breaches of Faith, and the very injurious Treat- 
ment of Spain towards Us, for above ten Tears 

| evious Knowledg 
of the Perfidy and Inſolence of that Nationt hat We 
ought in Prudence to have regulated dur late Ne- 


And therefore, before I enter upon the Subject 
of the Convention, I ſhall give You @fammary Ac- 
count of what hath paſs'd between U and Spain, 
ſince the Rupture in the Year 1727, confirming 
F it by uch Authorities as arè not lia- 
ble to Exception; by which You will be fully ſa- 
tisfy'd how little her Promiſes deſerv'd to be truſt- 
ed, and how Jittle We could depend on any Re- 
dreſs, that was to be obtain'd by a future Negotia- 
tion. SOOT, | - 
The Rupture between Us and Spain, in the Year 
1727, was firſt made up by the Preliminary Ar-. 
ticles ſign'd at Paris, on the laſt Day of May in the 
(( © WH 
But the Pacification ſtipulated by thoſe Articles, 
though ſubmitted to by U, was never obſerv'd by 
the Spaniards, except before Gibraltar, where the 
Bravery of our Troops, rather than the Strength 
of our Garriſon, had taught Them that open Force 
would prove ineffectual. „ 


8 19 
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To pacify the Publick, who were highly èxaſ- 
perated at the daily Depredations committed by | 
the Spaniſh Privateers, in Defiance of the Ceſſa- 
| tion of Arms, whilſt We did not attempt to make 
| any Reprizals, there was ſign'd at the“ Pardo, 


8 , —— „ . TE nr * 
„ "I N N — 
— 
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| during the next Seſſion of Parliament, a new Con- 

BY vention more explicit than the Preliminaries. 45 
l; | In this Convention, his Catholitk Majeſty pro- 
| miſes intirely to abandon. the Siege of Gibraltar; 
1 engages that all Hoſtilities ſhall immediately ceaſe | ; 
ER that our American Trade ſhall be no longer inter- 
| i rupted 3 and that a clear and expreſs Order ſhall 


be forthwith iſſued for the Reſtitution of the Prince 
Frederick, a Ship belonging to the South-Sea Com- 


pany. „ ; 
But theſe Promiſes were as ineffectual as the for- 
mer; every one of them being evaded The 


Prince Frederick was not reſtor'd - Gibraltar 
was more cloſely blockaded than it had ever been 
before; and the Hoſtilities. of Spain in the Feſt | 
Indies oblig'd our Merchants of London, Briſtol, and 
Liverpool, to petition the Parliament for Redreſs, 


N at their next Seſſion; which gave Occaſion to our 
tf ; memorable Spithead Expedition, during the Sum- 
4 1 x mer. | — 25 | ä 
} | However, upon our conſenting at laſt that Spa- 
| BY | iſh Garriſons ſhould be introduc'd into the ſtrong 
i { 1 Places of Tuſcany, Parma, and Placentia, Spain 
. | cC.̃ovndeſcended to treat with Us again; and in the 
Ei. | Treaty of f Seville, ſign'd the gth of Nov. 1729 
= 1 N. S. it was again promis'd Us that all Hoſtilities 
A and Violences, on the Part of Spain, ſhould ceaſe; 
| | By and that the moſt rigorous. Orders ſhould be pub- 


———— 


th 


liſh'd for their future Frevention. His Catholick 


| | : * dee the Convention ſgn'd at the Pardo, Art. IN qi 
| : ＋ Treaty” of Seville, Art. 5. and the 24 jrparate Article. % 
ö : | - Majeſty 


pub - 
wins 
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After the opening of their Commiſſion, 


13 


Maj likewiſe engaged to make Us Re paration 
both fo r what He had confiſcated, and 25 what 
Damages We had ſuffer'd by the Continuation of 
Hoſtilities beyond the Time formerly preſcrib'd for 


the Ceſſation of them. 


All theſe Engagements were again violated 
their Depredations in America increaſing after this 
Treaty, and the Reſtitution thereby promis'd for 
Confiſcations and 82:7zZures not being made good to 
this Day; though, in order to procure theſe Sti- 


pulations, We. conſented to a Meaſure, which 


hath. ſince prov'd fatal to the Ballance of Power 


i Europe. 


The Pyracies of the Guards Coftas again 0- 
blig'd our Merchants to petition the Parliament, 
in little Jeſs than a Year after the Treaty was 


i ſign'd ; and the King, being addreſs'd upon it, a 


* / fourth Promiſe was obtain'd from the Spani/h 

Court, that theſe Hoſtilities ſhould be effectually 

reſtrain'd ; which Promiſe, like the preceding ones, 

ſery'd only to amuſe Us, and was follow'd by 
eater Exceſſes. 

Notwithſtanding all theſe notorious Breaches of | 
Faith, We were flatter'd that our Commiſſaries, 
who met Thoſe of Spain in the Beginning of the 
Year 1732, would procure Us ample Relief. 

But to baffle theſe Hopes, We had the Mortifi- 
cation to find that the firſt Affair, which occurr'd _ 
WAS a 
Demand made by the .Spani/ Commiſſaries, ; 
that there ſhould be ws tel paid by the 
South. Sea Copy the full Duties tor W 
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0 * 1» r of S pain s Dalaas dated at Seile, El. f 
85 1737. N. S. a 
C | am dunt- 
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| L : Sy amounting to * 30, ooo Il. per Annum, to be rec- 
1 kon'd from the Pacification. 5 
1 They inſiſted upon a direct Complyance with 
this Demand, and declar'd that otherwiſe They 
could not proceed to the Diſcuſſion of any other 
Point. GE | e 
No, it was well known to Them, and prov'd 
& by our Commiſſaries, that for near three Years of 
the Interval, tor which They demanded theſe Du- 
ties, They had depriv'd the Company of their 
Trade, and had prohibited their Veſſels from en- 
tering the Spaniſh Ports. 5 A 
With ſuch an happy Augury did this Commiſſion © 
open, by a Demand made for Duties at a Time, | 
when no Frade was permitted. The Foundation | 
of this Claim too was very remarkable, as it a- 
mounted to This, that Spain inſiſted on the Du- 
ties from a certain paſt Period, not becauſe Se 
had at that Time open'd the Trade, but becauſe | 
She had promigd to do it, and had broken her 
Faith. 1 | | 4 
Indeed, the Spaniſh Commiſſaries did at laſt, 
. after a Month's Diſpute, conſent to abate of their 
_ _ firſt Demands ; but what We granted by Way of 
_ Compromiſe to Them, on this Head, was very 
prejudicial to the acknowledg'd Rights of the 
Company; and our Complyance, on this Head, 
 » Afrerwards drew upon the Company a Pretenfion | 
ſtill more extraordinary; for in one of he Confe- 
14 | — | | + 7 
_ 5} We Authorities refer d to by the fol:owing Numbers are 
= Ihe Letters and Papers to and from the Commiſſaries in Spain, 
= preſented to the Houſe of Commons, the 13th of May, 1735 ; 
parſe ty, their Adareſs of the 28th of March, in the ſame 
Tea,. e „ | | | 
: See the Proceedings an this Head in No. 8, 9, 11, 13, 15, 
1 | 13, 20, 21, 23. | | | | 
= | rences, 
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rences, it was urg d by Us, that as before the Rup- 
ture the Company, by the Vexation of the Spaniſh 
Officers, had been br prevented from introducing 
the whole Number of Negroes, according to A- 
greement, though at the ſame Time They had 
paid the full Duties, it was therefore hoped that 
an Allowance would be made Them for what 
They had thus overpaid, But it was reply'd by 
the Spaniſh Commiſſaries, that the Company were to 
expect, on this their Confeſſion, that the King 
their Maſter, inſtead of granting Them any Thing 
on This Head, would infiſt on Reparation for the 
Damage, which his Dominions had ſuſtain'd by 
not being ſupply'd with the whole Number of 
* Negroes as ſtipulated by the Aſiento Treaty. 
This Affair being thus diſpatch'd, the Spaniſb 
Commiſſaries agreed to the mutual Exchange of the 
reſpective Claims on either Side; which being 
done, They in the next Place declared that where- 
as the King their Maſter hath an indiſputable Right, 
by the Gift of Pope Alexander the 6th &c. to the 
Property, and Dominion of all the Continents, 


Hands and Seas adjacent, either already diſco- 


<< ver'd, or that ſhall be hereafter diſcover'd, be- 


© tween the Arctick and Antartick Poles an hun- 
«© dred Leagues Weſtward of the Iſlands des A- 


„ 2Toyes z excepting thoſe Places, which have ſince, 
* by Agreement with his Catholick Majeſty, been 
“ poſleſs'd by other Princes; and whereas the Bri- 
© tif Nation have introduc'd Themſelves into the 
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NM. B. It may not be improper to obſerve that theſe 
Diſpptes about the Negro? Duties do not at all relate to the 
Sum of 68,0001 lately claim'd by the King of Spain from the 
South-Sea Company; the Foundation of this Demand being of 
a different Nature, as We ſhall hereafter explain. 
5 3 I «« {ajd 
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&« ſaid Dominions, without the Conſent of hig 


x 


laid Catbolick - Majeſty, particularly into the 
Iſlands of New -Provida 


* drews, Port Royal &c : * and within the Li- 


6 


* 


„ mits of Florida, the Britiſh Commiſſaries ought 


40 


to agree that the above-mention'd Places be eva- 
% cuated, and that all Others, which have been 
6 poſſeſod in the like Manner, ſhould be left free 


and unmoleſted, or that the Briti/h Nation ſhall 


** make appear, that They are in Poſſeſſion of 


c them, by Virtue of an Agreement n his 
% Catholic Majeſty.?ꝰ 


And in den ce of this their pet Do- 


minion in the American Seas, + the Spaniſh Commiſ- 
ſaries at the ſame Time inſiſted that, in order to 


avoid the Hoſtilities of Spain, the Ships of Great 
Britain, or her Colonies, ſailing through thoſe Seas, 
ſhall not vary from their proper Courſe. 1 80 

The Deſign of this Reſtriction is ſince more 
particularly explain'd in a Letter from Mr de la 
Quadra to our Miniſter, Mr Keene, wherein He 
declares, ** | That the only Navigation, which 
“can be claim'd by the Engliſh, being That to 


45 their own Colonies, whilit They ſteer a due 


* Courſe, their Ships are liable to Confiſcation, 
e if it ſhould be prov'd that They have alter*d 
their Route, in order tq; draw near to the Spaniſ 
& Coaſts — So that it ſeems the late ſearching 
and pillaging of our Merubants is founded on the 
Dominion of thoſe Seas veſted in Them * 4 | Grant 
from his Holineſs — Alexander. 1 


1 Fm 
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6 * . 4 28 % 0 
N * . = . 
8 


* 
LY 


by See M. 42, 43. 
+ See No. 28, Art. 29. 5 | 
| Sze Mr de la Quadra's Letter to Mr Keene, dated Feb, 10. 


But | 


N. 3 4 8, laid ere the 8 7 Commons uf Year. 


was 
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ence, St Catherine, St An- | 
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his | But notwithſtanding the high Indignity offer'd 
he Us by thoſe Pretenſions, and the ſcoffing Inſult of 
n- 3 gravely urging to Us ſuch a ridiculous and chime- 
i- rical Title to them, our Commiſſaries {ill continued 
ht their Conferences with them; and proceeded, in 


Va- Conſequence of the 5th Article of the Treaty of 
een Seville, to claim the Reſtitution of all Prizes taken 
ree by Spain, ſince the Time preſcrib'd by the Preli- 
oy * minary Articles for the mutual Ceſſation of Hoſti- 
of lities. © 820 


1 ſelf, in its uſual Manner; for though that Cours 
3 had no Doubt reſolv'd never to grant Us Repara- 
tion for any Injuries We had ſuffer'd, at whatever 


mitted, yet She choſe to cavil about the Time, 
from whence We were intitled to it, in order to 

7 ſhew, by the Wildneſs of her Reaſoning, in what 
nore | extream Contempt She held Us; for her Commiſſa- 
de la | ries inſiſted, & that the Preliminaries referr'd to in 
He the 5th Article of the Treaty of Seville were not the 
hich | Preliminaries ſign'd at Paris in 1727, but the Con- 
t to vention at the Pardo, ſign'd in the Year 1728; 


due I for, ſaid They, though it was ſtipulated ' by the 


tion, | Preliminaries fign'd at Paris that all Hoſtilities 


ter'd ſhould ceaſe, and that Reparation ſhould be niade 


aniſh Wor all Prizes taken after, the Time preſcrib'd for 
hing the Cæſſation of. Hoſtilities; yet theſe Stipulations 


the A being broken, and Hoſtilities continued, it beramę 


rant I neceſſary ti form a new Agreement next Tear 
iat the Pardo, in order to obtain a more compleat 


— | Facification : and therefore this Convention ought 


to be conſider'd as the Epocha, from whence. Re- 
ſtitution ought to commence, _ DS 
76, IO, by: Fo 


=” 0 — Aft 5 
* 


But e see No. 56, 58, 60, 62, 6. 
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Hhnut here again the Inſolence of Spain exerted it- 


Time or in whatever Shape they had been com- 
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But it muſt be remember'd that this Continuation 
of Hoſtilities, and Breach of Stipulations, here 
urg'd to debar Us of our Right, were intirely 
owing to Spain, and therefore one cannot but be 
amaz'd at the Confidence of her Commiſſaries, 
who could thus formally undertake to prove, that 


becauſe their Maſter had not made good his En- 


gagements to Us, We did by this his Breach of | 


Faith loſe all the Right deriv'd to Us by repeated 


Treaties, as well as the Law of Nations. ha 
Notwithſtanding all This, our Commiſſaries ſtill 


proceeded ; and the Spaniards, in Conſequence of | 
our exemplary Submiſſion, demanded in the next 


Place * that Reſtitution ſhould be made to Them, 
for thofe Spaniſh Men of. War, which were taken } 
by Us near Sicily in the Lear 1718, grounding this | 
Claim upon the gth Article of the Treaty of Ma- 
drid, in the Year 1721, by which We had pro- 
mis'd to reſtore them in the Condition they were | 
then in, or the Money they were ſold for, if any | 
had been ſold. _ 1 570 
The Circumſtances of this Tranſaction, as re- 
hated in a Pamphlet intitled Ob/ervations on the 


Treaty of Seville, publiſh'd in the Year 1730, and 
generally imputed to the Miniſter » himſelf, are 


theſe. 1 | ; 

«© That his Catholick Majeſty did actually ſend | 

Commiſſaries, in Purſpance of the Treaty of 

* 1721, to Port Mahon, where the ſaid Men of 

War then lay, and that they were really at that 
Time offer'd to 150% Commiſſaries, but refus'd 


$6 


by Them on Account of their being in a de- 


cay'd Condition, and unfit for, Service; and were, 


* 
— — of. 


+ See P. 22. of the faid Treatije. 
upon 


upon 


of Orders alone; 
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upon their Refuſal, drawn out of the Hatbour, 


«© and ſunk in the main Sea. 


Accordingly our Commiſſaries did, in their An- 


ſwer to this Demand, declare + that They con- 


ceiv*d it to be altogether without Foundation; ſince 
immediately after the ſigning of the ſaid Treaty, 
in the Year 1721, his Britannick Majeſty not only 
ſent Orders to Port. Mahon, for the ſaid Reſtitution, 
but Copies of them were likewiſe given to the 
Marquis de Pozzobueno, his Catholick Majeſty's Mi- 
niſter at London; and therefore the Treaty of 1721 
was in this Inſtance tully executed, on the Part of 


his Britaunick Majeſty. 


Nor did the Sarg Commiſſaries deny. that ſuch 
Orders were given; but, amongſt other Reaſons, 
They were pleas'd to declare, in their Anſwer, 
That Reſtitution was ſtipulated of all the Ships, 
„with their Furniture, Sc. and not the Diſpatch 

4 and therefore it is plain that 
« ſince They did not take Edt, the above- 
«« mention'd ↄth Article hath not been comply*d 
„with. 

In ſhort, to inform You of all the Affronts, to 
which We have meanly ſubmitted from the Hands 
of that imperious Nation, during the Continuance 
of theſe Conferences, would be endleſs But, 
not to detain You much longer with the Detail of 
theſe diſagreeable Tranſactions, 1 ſhall only obſerve 
that all the Proceedings, on their Side, were one 
continued Inſult on our Underſtandings, and an often- 
tatious Contempt of our Power 
Commiſſaries demanded the Payment of Money, 
due from the Spaniſh Court to our Merchants by 
private Contract, whick had been many Years re- 


T See No. 70. I Cee No. 72. 


* See No. 50. 
| fus'd 


* If our :. * 


6 * — 


fus'd Them by the Offices, where they ought to 
have been paid, the Spaniſh Commiſſaries anſwer'd, 
that the Payment in Queſtion being the proper 
Buſineſs of thoſe Offices, They could not inter- 
meddle in it, or take any Cognizance of it—— 
If Reſtitution was demanded for Britiſh Ships ille- 
gally taken, where Orders for Reſtitution had long 
been granted by the Spaniſh Court, but which were | 
never comply*d with by their Governors abroad, 

We were anſwer'd, F that as They had diſpatch'd 

Orders for Redreſs, They would not enter farther 
into the Diſcuſſion of the Affair it We gave 
the moſt authentick Proofs of our Veſſels being il- 
legally taken by their Guarda Coſtas, They told 
- Us * that they could only be determin'd by thei? 

on Condemnations in the Ports, where the Prizes 
happen'd to be carry'd ; an Account of which 
They always promis d to ſend, for; and yet fo 


little were even, theſe Accounts to their Mind, 
though drawn up for the moſt Part by the very 
Pyrates themſelves, that after near a Year's Delay, 
They deny'd their having been able, even in all 
that Interval, to procure any one Account from 
their own People; || though it was well-known 


that many had been tranſmitted to Them long be- 
fore that Time; and yet, during this inſolent Con- 
tempt of our moſt equitable Claims, They often 
determin'd their own Preten/ions integrator Fa- 
vour, and thereupon iſſued. their : Q1ders, | 
without ever propolingt6 diſcuſs the! "ah Canfe- 
fence ; F.. though they were of, ſuch'as Yature as, 
by the Treaty of Seville, were exprelsly referrd 
to the Examination of Commiſſaries, as diſputable | 
Points. When our Commiſſaries complain'd of | 
their peremptory Deciſion, according to their ju 


77 See No. 40, Art, 63. \, Ser No. 37 | No. 102. 
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2) 
Intereſts, the very Points, which it was the. Buſi- 
neſs of their Conferences mutually to determine; 
They were anſwer d, + that the Right of the King, 
their Maſter, was ſo indiſputable, that all Conten- 


tions about it would appear ſcandalous. 
In ſhort, notwithſtanding all our repeated Ad- 


vances and Submiſſions, our Commiſſaries did not 


procure from Spain the leaſt Acknowledgment of 
any of our Claims, however juſt and unqueſtiona- 


ble; nor the leaſt Reparation for any of thoſe 


Robberies, by which, in Defyance of the moſt e- 
lemn Treaties, We have been plunder'd, at diffe- 
rent Times, of more than one Million of Pounds 
Sterling. 
Nor had Spain the Moderation to reſtrain the 


Inſolence of hy Guarda Coſtas, even during theſe. 
Conferences, whilſt We were each Day furniſhing 


Her with Proots_of our condeſcending Temper 3 
but, inſtead of imitating dur Meekneſs, ſhe grew 


more tyrannical, as We grew more humble, till at 


laſt her Outrages in America arriv*d-at an incredible 


and 8 Height. The daily Seizure of 
our Veſſels, and the ae of Barbarities, that 


have been committed on our Fellow- Subjects, are 
not unknown to You, Let it ſuffice to obſerve, 
that theſe Indignities affected the Publick ſo ftrong- | 
ly at laſts that on the Petition of the Merchants 


for Reich: «the. laſt Year, the Miniſter ſaw Himſelf 
_ under tig Neceſſity of giving Way to the Cur- 
e ie ackbowledg' d the Juſtneſs of the ge- 


the Summer; and, on its being inſinuated that 
thoſe Promiſes would prove as little effectual as his 


2 — of the ame Rind, ke was 12 2 


5 hint; promis'd that che moſt effectual 
Means ſhould be employ'd for Redreſs, during 


9 % 


7 9 


(18) 
to ask, how He ſhould be able to ſhew his F Ac E 
again in that Houſe, if He did not procure full Re- 
paration for the Honour of the NATION, as well 
as for the Loſſes of our MER CHANTS? | 3 
This brings Us down to the late Convention, | 
form'd in Conſequence of theſe Aſſurances. 
As the Examination of this Subject was princi- 
pally propos'd by this Addreſs to You, I muſt beg 
your Attention to a n Scene of Affairs —— Our 
Commiſſaries are now no more. We confeſs that 
We have not been able to reduce Spain to Reaſon 
by Negotiation ; and our Miniſter declares that He 
will at laſt try more vigorous Meaſures. 
Accordingly, when the Parliament was riſen laft 
Year, We put almoſt our whole Navy into Com- 
miſſion ; and ſo ſtrongly was the Publick perſuad- 
ed that We ſhould then really attempt to procure 
Ourſelves Juſtice by our Arms, that even Thoſe, who 
fill queſtion'd the Sincerity of theſe military Pre- 
parations, ſcarcely; dar'd to avow their Suſpicions. 
However, towards the latter End of the Sum- 
mer, our hoſtile Meaſures were ſuſpended; and We 
were told that Spain, terrify'd with the Apprehen- 
ſion of a Var, had granted Us all We could rea- 
ſonably demand, and had ſubmitted to whatever 
We could have hoped for, even at the End of the 
moſt ſucceſsful Var. 6 
This, had it been true, was a very fortunate E- 
vent; for ſurely if all, that could be expected from 
a ſucceſsful War, was granted Us without a Blow, 
our Governors muſt have been mad not to have-ac- 
cepted it. 1 * | * 
What our reaſonable Demands were, which We 
expected would have been by theſe Means ſecur'd 
to Us, were very well known — — What the 
Nation inſiſted upon was, not the Promiſes of 1 
| | or 


(19) 

for future Reparation, and future Reſtraints on her 
Guarda Coſtas. 2828 a 

Theſe, as We have ſeen already, had been four 
Times re- iterated, and as often evaded, without 
even a Pretence aſſign' d. 5 

Much leſs was it an Agreement that our mutual 
Pretenſions ſhould be ſettled by a diſtant Nego- 
tration. ie ol 

For it would have been an unheard-of Piece of 
Poltronerie, after We had been thus injur'd, had 


often demanded Redreſs in vain, and had arm'd 


Ourſelves to procure it, to difarm and confide a- 
gain in our Enemy, meerly upon his Promiſe that 
He would ene A treat with Us; and ſtill more 
ridiculous would this Conduct have been, with Re- 
gard to Spain, of whole Candour in Negotiation We 
had above ten Years ſuch ſhametul Experience. 
In ſhort, no Promiſes of Spain, however expli- 
cit, ought alone to have induced Us to diſarm ; 
for as they could not be more ſolemn than thoſe We 
had long ago procur'd, the truſting; in them again, 
after the numerous Inſtances of her Perfidy, was 
increaſing her Inſolence, and, in a Manner throw- 
ing away all the Treaſure, which the Preparations 
for War had coſt Us. „%%% 
In order to have treated with Honour, it was ne- 
ceſſary that, before We had ſuſpended our military 
Meaſures, Spain ſnould have convinc'd Us that She 
really de ſign'd to grant Us that Fuſtice, which We 
had ſo long ſued for in vain. This would have 
been effectually done, by immediately ſecuring to 
Us thé Payment of thoſe Sums, which cannot be 
deny'd by Her to be due, for the Seizures and 
Confiſcations of the Effects belonging to Britiſh 


Subjects. 


\ 


And it could not be urg'd that, previous to this 


Step, it was neceſſary to make up the Accounts of 


D 2 0 


(20) 
thoſe Seizures , for thoſe 8 have been long 
ſince deliver'd to the Court of Spain, and no Ex- 
ceptions have been yet made to them. | 

The Accounts of the Seizures of the South- Sea 
Company's Effects, in particular, have been de- 
clar'd by the Spaniſh Officers themſelves, who ſeiz'd 
them, to amount to one Million and an 2 of Dol- 
lars, notwithitanding the exorbitant DeduCtions, 
that were made, and the Refuſal of many Offices 
to give any Account of what paſs'd through their 
Hands. 

The Juſtneſs of this Demand cannot be que- 
ſtion'd by Spain; lince thoſe Siezures were not only 
made in Defyance of the moſt expreſs Treaties, but 
his Catholick Majeſty hath twice promis'd Reſtitu- 
tion to the Company, on the Word and Faith of a_ 
King; and hath even given Them Draughts on his 
Treaſury, though the Treaſury hath never yet 
thought fit to comply with them. 

The Reparation for the illegal Captures made by 
the Guarda Coftgs could as little be queſtion'd; 
thoſe Veſſels, for which Reparation was demanded, 
having been taken in ſuch Circumſtances as free*d 
Them from all Suſpicion of even intenting any it- 
licit Trade. 

Theſe Captures, as Taedfy'd by Mr Stert, (a 
Gentleman, who can never be ſuſpected of aggra- 
vating our Demands) amounted to * 343, 277 l. 

This Account too, or the greateſt” Part of it, 

| hath been long ſince laid before the Spaniſh Court; 
and if They have not acquieſcd in it, They have 

not however excepted to it. 

As We were then told that he Terror os our 

Arms had induc'd Spain to grant Us all We ſought 


'* See the Account deliver d to the Parliament. 
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by a War, it was expected by the Publick that, 
before We diſarm'd Ourſelves, that Court ſhould 
have formally diſavow'd her pretended Domi- 
nion in the Seas of America, and her Practice of 
ſearching our Ships; which She founded, as We 
have ſeen, in an imaginary Sovereignty ; that She 
ſhould have immediately paid the Value of the 
above-mention'd Seizures and Confiſcations, amount- 
ing to near the Sum of 700,000 J.; or, had She 
been unable to pay it, that She ſhould at leaſt have 
given Us ſuch Security for it, that it ſhould not 
be afterwards in her Power to withdraw. . 
Theſe Preliminaries being eſtabliſn'd, We might 

then, indeed, have diſarm'd. Our ſelves with Ho- 
Inour, and have rely'd on her Promiſes for the 
Puniſhment of thoſe Captains of her Guarda Coſtas, 
who had behav'd 8 with ſuch unparallePd 8 


BBarbarity and Ulcus well as for her future 
Reſtraint of theſe Injuries. 5 


Such were the Reaſonings and Expectations of 
of the Publick, at that Juncture. Theſe were the 
Advantages propoſed by a Yar ; and it was hoped 
that theſe Engagements had been ſubmitted to by 
Spain, when We ſaw our naval Armdments diſcon- 
tinued, 4 : | 
But how great was out} Surprize, when many 
Months after our military Preparations had been 
Haid aſide, it was confeſs'd by the Minter, that 

Nothing had been yet agrged on? What likewiſe 
augmented the general Uneaſineſs, was a Diſcovery 
ſaid to be made in that Interval, that our Meets 
ſent out, during the Summer, to the Maſt Indies, 
and to the Mediterranean, carried with Them no Or- 
ders to act offenſively, or to make any Repriſals, 
Fho' They departed from hence long before the 


pretended Submiſſion of Spain; and at a Time, when 


the 
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the Miniſter made the ſtrongeſt Proteſtations of his 
reſolute Intentions. 

This Conduct made it become generally ſuſpected 
that all theſe boaſted Preparations were never deſign'd 
againſt our Enemies, but only to amuſe our own 
People at home, till Spain was prevaild upon by 
our Intreaties to condeſcend to treat with Us upon 
any Terms, in order that ſomething, bearing the 


Appearance of an Agreement, might be produced 
before the Meeting of Parliament; which, how- 


ever inſufficient, might at leaſt ferve as an annual 


£ Expedient of Delay, if it could not be impoſed 
on the Nation as ſatisfactory and honourable. 


But the Inſolence of Spain was ſo much inflated 
by theſe Meaſures, that no Agreement could be 
procured from zhat Court, till after the uſual Time 
of the Sitting of Parliament, which was prorogu'd 


in Expectation of it, and afterwards adjourn'd, 


in order to get the Convention ratified How- 
ever, during the Prorogation, and Adjournment, 
the long- .expeFted Convention arriv'd, and was ſoon 


after publiſh'd to the Nation. 


How far the Behaviour of Spain, in agrecing to 
this Convention, favours of the Submiſſion, with which 
We were flatter'd, let pe following Narration de- 
clare. 

Previous to the ſigning of this een by 
the Spaniſh and Britiſh Miniſters, Mr de la Quadra 


- writes che following Letter to. Mr Keene. 9 


» 


Do Pardo, Fan, 10. 1739 NV 8. 
6.0 e I tranſmit to Tou the King's 

Declaration, in which his Majeſty pro- 
$6: ak that He waer the 1880 of 2 uſpending 


N. B. The Taser, here erte ox "Mr de Ia Quadra 
aud Mr Keene, tegether with the annemed Proteſt, were com. 
municatea 
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the Aſiento Company in a proper Time mention'd 
therein; and I hope that, according to our A- 
« preement, You will adviſe Me of your havin 

receiv*d it, in order to notify the Contents of 
it to your Court, as well as to the Company; 
and that, in order to prevent any Doubt, or 
Equivocation, You will be pleas d to expreſs 
the Contents of it in your Anſwer, for the 


e greater Security of the good Faith of our Pro- 


* Ceedings. 
1 5 Jam, Sc. 


Sebiftian de In M I 


The Declaration, or Proteſt tranſmitted with 
this Letter, Was as follows. 


— 
* 
* 


TNoN Sebaſtian de la Quadra, Counſellor 
and firſt Secretary of State to his Cathbolick 


* Convention, which is treating with the King of 
«© England, by order of his Sovereign, and in 
*« Conſequence of the repeated Memorials and 


& Conferences, that have interven'd with Don 
46 


Ec 


plenipotentiary, and of its having been agreed 
cc 


«© preſent Declaration an eſſential and neceſſar 


« Means to overcome ſuch long debated Diſputes, | 


ee and that the ſaid Convention may be ſign'd, doth 
formally declare that his Catholict Majeſty reſerves 
« to Himſelf intire the Right to be able to ſuſpend 


. a 4 al. 


2 


. * 


manicated to the Parliament by the Miniſtry, after it bad been, by 


other Means, diſcover'd that ſuch a Proteſt was deliver d; but | 


ſeveral otber Papers, relating to this Affair, were not permitted 
to be calld for. In all Probability, they would have diſtinctly 
ex;lain'd the ſecret Management of this dark Tranſaction. 


« the 


Majeſty, and his Miniſter plenipotentiary for the 


Benjamin Keene, his Britanick Majeſty's Miniſter 


therein, with reciprocal Accord, to make the 
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thoriz'd to receive”thoſe Duties, ev 


(24) 


& the Aſiento of Negroes, and to diſpatch the 
«« Orders neceſſary for the Execution thereof, in 


* Caſe the Company does nab ſabthit to pay, within 


<< a ſhort Term, the 68000 treo, which it bath 
< confeſſed to owe for the Duty on Slaves, accord- 
« ing to the Regulation of 52 4. per Dollar, and 
« for the Profits of the Ship, the Royal Caroline; 


and He doth likewiſe declare that under the 


tion of this Demand of 68,000 J. ferling, thus 
made on the South- Sea Company, I. muſt inform 
You that the Duties agreed to be paid for the Ne- 
groes introduced into the Spaniſb Heft- Indies, is by 


the Aſſento ſettled at a certain Number of Dollars; 


and the Company have accordingly paid the ſtipulat- 
ed Sum, according to the Rate of Exchange between 
Great Britain and Spain ; nor did 8 au- 

Queſtion: the 
Juſtneſs of the Payments. I 


: 


7 


b 3 „ 
But, in Conſequence of an Alteratiqakffade by 
his Catholic Majëſty, in his Coih, many Years 


ſince, there is in Spain another 'Speties. af Dollars, 


more valuable than the Exchange: Hollan; and Don 


Geraldino, the Spaniſh Miniſter at this Court, hath 
made a wiſe Diicovery that all the Duties paid 


ſince this Change in the Coin, ought to have been 


paid in his beavier Dollar — He therefore notf 


only declares that This ſhall be the Rule of all 
a future 


ants. ann wn. YA. 


22 


ne 


* 998 


(25) 
future Payments, but at the ſame Time demands 
from the Company a Sum equal to what, according 
to this Method f Aſtimation, hath been paid ſhort 
ſince the Coin as firſt varied; ©  _ 

The Amount of this Retroſpe& is the Sum 
mention*d in the Proteſt to be the Duty upon Slaves, 
according to the Regulation of 32 d. per Dollar. 

With Regard to the other Claim therein mention d, 
(the Profits of the Royal Caroline) it muſt be ter 


. 


carried on by the Company; and was to recen e 
Fourth ef the xxaT Ganſly © Shot 
By the frequent Seizures di d Company's Effects. 
the denying of Licences, che Refuſal of the Spanifo 
Officers tO obey them, when they were procur'd, and 
other iniquitous Practices of Spain, the annual Ship, 
which was granted to the Company, as an Induce- 
ment for Them to undertake the Negroe-Trade, hath 
vccafion'd a much greater Loſs to I hem, than even 
the Negroe-Trade itſelf, for which it was intended 
to compenſate 3 fo that of all, which have been hi- 
therto lent;..the o laſt only have been gainful. 
| The latter of Theſe was the Royal Caroline, on 
which the Profits were much more, conſiderable 
tban on the other; and though the former Loſſes | 
of the Company might poſſibly exceed twenty 
Times the Gains made, in this particular Inſtance; 
yet oon after her Arrival in England, Don Geraldino 


- 
. 


denanged;'in the Name of bis Maſter, his Share 


— 


member d that, by the A/iento,, the King of e: 
was to be intereſted one Fourth in all the Trade: 
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lation of 42 d. per Piaſtre, amounting to the Sum 
of 68,c001. fterting, it is aſſerted in the Proreft, 
that the Company have confeſs'd Themfelves to owe. 

How great an Untruth ! The Company 
have not, in any Time paſt,” -nor do They at this 
Time acknowledge the Juſtneſs of either of Ihe 
Claims; but, on the contrary, have always declir'd 
that both of 'them Were abſolutely without Founda- 
tion —— This Falfhood will likewiſe appear in a 
ſtronger Light, ' when You are inform'd of the E- 
quivocation, on which it is founded, 
When the 20 fore mention'd Claims were laid be- 


fore the Court of Dine knors, by Don Geraldino, He 


was told that a Retroſpect for Duties, after an un- 
queſtionable Payment for ſo many Years, was ob- 
viouſly unreaſonable, and that the Demand for his 
Maſter's Share of the Gains, made by the 'Rbyal Ca- 
roline, ought to have been preceded by the Pay- 
ment of his Share of their former Loſſes, and that 
They were aſtoniſh'd at his urging Pretenſions fo 
apparently groundleſs. WOES 
He was alſo told, that had hee Demands been 
the moſt' equitable and indiſputable, yet even then 
all They could agree to would be the ſetting them 
againſt ſuch a Part of that much greater Sum, which 
Dis Maſter had confeſs'd to be due to Them, and 
- which He had ſo frequently engag'd to pay Them; 
for as to the Inſtances made by Him, to have zbeſe . 
Claims immediately diſcharg'd, whilſt the avow'd 
Debt of Spain ſtill remains unſatisfled, They could 
never comply with them, unleſs by the moſt ſhname- 
leſs Proſtitution of the Truſt repoſed in Them by 
their Proprietors. . 27 OR.” 
| However, notwithſtanding theſe reaſonable Alle- 
gations, the Majority of the Directors, being ſtrongly 
engaged 1n the Intereſt of the Miniſtry, were pre- 
vailed on, in ſome Meaſure, to emulate the Con- 
we 06h OY deſcenſion 


deſcenſion of their Superiors; and therefore They 
did agree to the Payment demanded of Them on 
theſe Pretences, provided the King of Spain would 
previouſly grant Them a Prolongation of the 
erm of their Trade, and would alſo give a cer. 
tain ſpecify'd Security for the ſpeedy Payment of 
the Debt of One Million and an balf E 
which, as We have above obſerved, had ſo 
often acknowledged to be due to Them; at the 
lame Time declaring, that it was in Conſideration _ 
of theſe Terms only, that They ſubmitted to the 
Claims of Spain, * obviouſly .unreaſonable. - - 
As the whole of the Conditions deſired by the 
Company, previous to their Compliance, conſiſted 
only of Pyomiſes and Orders to be iſſued by the 
Spaniſo Court; which Spain might afterwards ſuſ- 
pend as She pleas d, long before the Execution of 
them cauld take Place; Don Geraldino, who well 
knew the ſmall Importance of /uch Engagements, 
did in ſome Meaſure approve of this Compro- 
miſe z but as, in their Tranſactions wich Us, 
the Infolence of Spain has never known what 
Bounds to preſctibe to Herſelf, He ſoon changed 
his Opinion, and litigated each Part of it, Pat 
poſing at the ſame Time other Terms, ful 
Ambiguity and Chicane; which not being agreed 
to by the Company, He at laſt peremptorily inſiſted 
on the immediate Payment of the Sum of 68,000 1 
without any Terms or Conditions whatever, ſty- 
ling it a Debt confeſſed by the Company to be due 
to his Maſter, and declaring that if They did not 
comply with his reaſonable Demand, his Maſter 
would immediately deprive Them of all their 
Trade with his Dominions, though granted to 
Them by the moſt ſolemn Treaties, and fo fre- 
quently confirmed to Them by his Royal Word 
and Promiſe. | + e 
r A 
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As incredible as This may appear, it is the true 
Hiſtory of the Proteſt now before Us. This is, 
in Subſtance, what has been laid before the Gene- 
ral- Court by the Directors themſelves, and has 
been publiſhed to the World above three Months, 
without being once contradicted; during that whole 
„ oY e 
But in Caſe of a Rupture with Spain, They 
may poſſibly put it in another Light, and explain 
to Us ſome hidden Trutbs, of Conceſſions made to 
Them by Mr Keene, or our Miniſters at home, 
with Regard to this Particular, which was refus'd 
to both Houſes of Parliament. hs "lp 


© That You may the better judge of the Behaviour 


of Mr Keene, our Miniſter, on the Receipt' of 7his 


Proteſt, I muſt inform You, that, beſides his Poſt '| 
of Ambaſſador, He poſſeſſes alſo the Office of 


Agent for the South. Sea Company with the Court of 
Spain, for which He receives from the Company, 
as I have been inform'd, a Sallary of 1500 1 per 
Annum. As He firſt went to Spain in this ha 
city, and has continued in it ever fince ; 
muſt of Neceſſity have been acquainted with all 
theſe Tranſaftions ; He muſt have known that the 
Demand of this-68,000 1 was intirely groundleſs; 
and that aſſerting the Company to have confeſſed it 
to be due was a moſt notorious Falſhood. He 
muſt alſo have plainly ſeen, that as the Proteſt is 
ſaid to have been made with reciprocal Accord, He 
is thereby charged with ſupporting theſe iniquitous 
Claims, with allowing that the Company had con- 
f. ſſed zhrs Debt, and with conſpiring to deprive that 
Company, by which He was intruſted, of all their 
| Rights of Trade, veſted in Them by many A of 
the Legiſlature, in Conſequence of the moſt ſolemn 


Treaties —— A Charge, from which his beſt 


Friends would be glad to ſee Him abſolv'd. , 


%, 


(0) 

In theſe Circumſtances, was it not reaſonable to 
expect that a Perſon, who lay under ſuch Obliga- 
tions to the Company, would reſent the unwarran- 
table Proceedings againſt it, ſupported by the 
groſſeſt Prevarication; and who likewiſe ſaw that 
the Court of Spain had in this Proteſt deſcribed 
Him, not only as an Accomplice, but as a principal 
Contriver of this perfidioys Tranſaction? What, 


I fay, was not to be expected from Oue, who, be- 
ſides his particular Engagements to the Company, 


had alſo, by his Character of a publick Miniſter, 
the Care of the national Honour, and the Rights 


of every Briti/h Subject intruſted to his keeping, 
as He was negociating a Treaty with Spain, in 
which, We were told, that Nation had promiſed 


to grant us all, which We could ever ask, even at 
the End of the moſt ſucceſ5ful War. + 
But vain are all Expectations of every Thing 
but the outward Shew of Spirit from thoſe Hands, 
who have now engroſſed the Direction of our pub- 
lick Affairs. How much vainer then were the 
Hopes, that in this Inſtance our Miniſter Plenipo- 
tentiary ſhould behave with a Dignity, ſuitable to 
his high Office, and to the Character of the Na- 
tion He repreſented z when (as it has ſince beers 
diſcovered) the Money, which was by this Proteſt 
to have been extorted froth the Company, was co» 
vertly to have been applied towards the quieting of 
our Domeſtick Clamours, by pretending it to have 
been the Reſtitution made by Spain for the Depre- 


A 


dations on our Merchants ? 


For the Court -of Spain, well knowing the pa- 


cifick Diſpoſition of our Miniſter, could not be : 
8 on to allow us that Reparation, which 


hey had ſo often promiſed; and it being, in 
ſome Meaſure, neceſſary to the Miniſter, that the 
Convention, made the Beginning of this N 
8 . ould 
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ſhould, at leaſt in Appearance, ſectre to Us ſome- 
thing of this Nature, He fixed his Fye upon the 
South-Sea Company, as a Body of Men, who by 
frequent and implicit Relyances on*$paxifa Delu- 
ſions, and his known Intereſt in Meir DireFors, 
were already trained to his Purpoſe.” He 
in order to reſerve to his Cacbalick Majeſty the 
greateſt Part of the 95,0007.. which by the Con- 
vention is ſtipulated for Reſtitution to Us, Mr 
Keene and Mr De la Quadra agree, that a Proteſt 
| ſhall be delivered, on the Part of the King of Spain, 
pervious to the ſigning of the Convention, by which 
e reſerves to Himſelf the Rigbt of forcing the 


that, under the Furceè and Validity of this Proteſt, the 


Convention anay be proceeded on, and no otherwiſe --- |: 
Thus it is intended, though purpoſely expreſſe d With 


Ambiguity, that if the Company refuſe to pay this 
Sum, our Claim to the 95,900 J. ſhall, by their 
Refuſal, be annihilated. „ 
This Interpretation and Purpoſe of the Spaniards 
could not well be unknown to our Miniſters, be- 
cauſe it cannot be forgot how induftriouſly They 
oppos'd and defeated a Reſolution to declare the 
Convention broke on the Side of Spain, no Part of 


the 95,0007, having been paid, though the ſtipu- 
lated Time was then elaßs d, »bat King perſiſtins 


in his Demand of 68,000 J. from the Soutb. Seca 
Company, as a neceſſary Preliminary, without 
which He held Himſelf engag'd for Nothing. 


This Proteſt then being intended to conceal the 
Truth of that ſubtle Intrigue from vuigar Eyes, 


that the other Part of our Agreement in the Con- 
vention might dazzle the Publick, by the oſtenta- 
tious Reparation there pretended to be allowed; it 
could not be expected that a Tranſaction fo neceſ- 
fary to the Miniſter, and principally contrived by 

FE” „ 
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therefore, 


Company to reimburſe Him 68,000 J. He declaring hi 
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Him, as Sir Thimas now. aſſerts, could be testen 
by our Ambgſſadour in the Manner it deferv*d. Ac- 
cordingly we, find, that Mr Keene, far from deny- 

the. of the Claim of che 68,000 J. or 
that the Compepey had confeſſed the Debt, or that 
He had agreed wiel feriprooal Accord that this Pro- 
teſt ſhould be dehwered; far from reſenting the 


matchleſs A ffront hereby offered to the Brit Na- 


lion; He, on the contrary, in his Anſwer to Mr 
De la Quadra, aſſerts, that the Company had ac- 
knowledg'd the Debt, and owns that bs Proteſt 
had been previouſly concerted and agreed to be- 
tween Them; thereby confeſſing, what without 


his own Teſtimony, would never have been be- 


lieved, vin. that He, the Anbaſſadour F Great 


Britain, and Agent for the Company, in Confede- 
Fracy with the Span; Miniſter, had agreed to give 


up the juſt Claims of that Company, with whoſr 
Affairs He had been many Years intruſted, to the 
Sum of 68, ooo l. or otherwiſe to deprive Them 
of thoſe Rights, which They poſſeſſed by the moſt 
ſacred Treaties, and the Law of Nations. But not 
to take theſe Facts on my Aſſertion, let the tollow- 
ing Letter bear, Witneſs to the Truth of them. 


WO 05 = | Madrid, January 11. N.. 
8 IR, 


4 
Have Juſt receiv'd. your Excellency's dane 


„ of Yeſterday. in the Evening, with the 


© "Declaration, which Lou have ſigned in the Name 
$© of- his Catholic Majeſty, reſerving to Himſelf 


the Right to be able to ſuſpend: the Company of 
« the Aſhento, and to diſpatch the neceſſary Orders 


« for that Purpoſe, in-Caſe the Company refuſe to 


pay, Within a ſhort Term, the Sixty-elght thon- 


E© ſand Pounds Sterling, which it has confeſſed to 
£ owe, on a Account of the Duty on Negroes, upon 


cc the 


. 
1 » 2 


0 * . 
e 
„ ; 


they were occalion'd by 
What: A f 


4 


& the Foct of 32 d. per Dollar; and of the Profit of 
« the Royal Caroline; and I will not fail, purſuant 
« 


«* claration to my Court, and to tranſmit a Copy 
«© thereof to the Company, by the Courier; that 


«© will be charged with the Cynvent ſigned ——— 
have the Honour to be, Ce. 


B. KEENE. 

Thus have We ſeen that a Negociation, preceded 
by a prodigious Armament, which was continued in- 
active, as We were told, upon the Promiſe of Spain 


to grant Us all our reaſonable Demands, inſtead of 
procuring Us our long- expected Satisfaction, has 0 


ſubjeted Us to ruder Inſults, and more undiſguiſed 
Tnjuſtice, than any of which We formerly com- 


e whilſt at the ſame Time the miniſterial ® 
riters, and their Patron, far from reſenting theſe| 


perfidious and oppreſſive Proceedings, endeavour 
to cover them by Equivocation and Falſhood, as 


* 


At the ſame Time They publickly defended the 
Honour, Faith and Humanity of the Spaniſh Na- 


lion, whilſt They endeavour'd to ſtigmatize their 


own Countrymen, as the moſt faithleſs Savages a- 
mongſt the Race of % 
After this View of the Proteſt, which preceded 
the late Convention, the, Stipulations contained in 
that Convention cannot deſerve your Notice; ſince, 
were they ever ſo advantageous and honourable, 
yet as they were concluded, in conſequence of our 
receiving that inſelent and tyrannical Declaration, 


$: 


and were ſigned under its Force and Validity, no 


Terms connected with ſuch a Proceeding can poſli- 
bly merit your Approbation. ; = ME 


2 
« 


to what Wx have agreed, to ſend the /aid De- 


— I dare not ſay 


However 


Conſequence 


LE.» 


However the Condeſcentions, contained in the 
Convention itſelf, are no ways inconſiſtent with the 
obſequioug Conduct, that preceded them; for it 
ſeems in Effect to deliver Carolinn and Georgia in- 


to the Hands of Spain, by putting a Stop to the 


. . 


Eſtabliſomenimand Fortifications in thoſe Parts. It 
confirms the Claim gf the Spaniard to a Sovereign- 
ty in the American Seas, by referring, as doubtful, 
to a future Deciſion, the Property of a Britiſh Ve/- 
fel, confeſſed by the Captors to be taken on our 
own Coaſts, above an hundred Leagues from any 
Spaniſh Settlement; it leaves all the future Security 
of our Commerce to a diſtant Negociation ; and how 


effectual a Remedy That is like to prove to the... * 


reſent Oppreſſion of our Merchants, let the fatal 
xperience of the laſt ten Years declare. 

I ſhall now acquaint You with the Reaſons, that 

pave been urged in Favour of this Convention; 

rom whence You may make your own. Judgments 


whether they prevail'd, in ſo 1 an Aſſembly, 


ſolely by their own Force and Sufficiency. 


* * . * 


- 


FT he firſt Argument uſed to prove the Merit of 
this Convention, was the Honour it had done to 


our Negociations, by procuring a Sum of Money 
to be allowed to our Merchants, for Reparation of 
their Loſſes; a Circumſtance, We were told, but 
rarely occurring even in "thoſe Treaties, formed in 
of the greateſt Succeſſes. Fe ER 
To this it was anſwered, that if Stipulations of 
this Kind were unuſual, it ought to be conſidered, 
that it was ſtill more unuſual; that a Nation fo a- 
vowedly plundered, as We had been for twelve 


Fears paſt, ſhould for ſo long a Time be prevented 


from doing Themſelves Juſtice. 

That the Reparation of 95,000 J. hereby pro- 
miſed to Us, was not one ſeventh Part of what 
the King of Spain had before engaged Himſelf to 


F pay: 


YC ot — 


pay; and that after the numerous Inſtanees of the 
Perfidy of Spain, Promiſes alone were 'wholly in- 
ſignificant, 5 
And farther, that even this Promiſo 
lion was a ſhameful Cglluſion ; ſince, in order to 
obtain it, we had winked at the Reſolutfon of Spain, 
to rob the South. Seca Company "of 68,000 J. which 
was to have been covertly 'appHEd” as Part of the 
Sum promiſed. DL 
To- invalidate the Force of theſe Objections, it 
was in the next Place urged by the Friends to the 


. 
. 


Convention, that the Proteſt was an Act, in which 


We had no Part; and that therefore, though it was 
confeſſed that the Terms of that Proteſt were ex- 
tremely ſcandalous, yet it had no more Relation to 
the Convention than to the grand Alliance. 
I 0o this it was replied, that it was undeniable by 
the Leiters, which had paſſed between Mr De la 
Quadra and Mr Keene, and had been laid before the 
Houſe, that the Delivery of this Proteſt had been 
concerted between Them, and therefore that it was 
certainly a Part of the Agreement between the ]) 
„ 5 8 
That had We known nothing of it *rill after the 
ſigning of the Convention, yet as it declares the Re- 


ſolution of the King of Spain, from which He has 
not yet departed ; We mult either confeſs that the- 


Convention is by theſe Means broken through; or 


that if after being acquainted with his Proteſt, We 
ſtill acquieſce, we muſt neceſſarily expect that it 
will make a Part of the Execution of the Con- 


In anſwer to the general Diſſati faction, thataroſe- 


from our not being exempted by hir Convention 
from the future Searchings of the Spaniſh Guarda 
Coſtas, it was urg'd, that although this Exemption 
was not particularly ſpecified in it, yet as Spain had 


agreed I 


Ui Repore- 
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agreed that the future Negociation ſhould be regu- 


lated by thoſe former Treaties, in which She had no 
ſuch Right, She did by that Conceſſion virtually 
agree to the Exemption im Queſtion, . 

Io this it was anſwereq, that Spain pretended 
at all Times to allow us: the Benefit of thoſe Trea- 
ties; but interpreted away our Right, of being 


exempted from Segrch, contained in them; ſo that 


her agreeing to treat with Us, on the Foot of. fhoſe 
Treaties, was no Conceſſion, unleſs She expreſsly 
renounced her unjuſt Interpretation of them. 
That it was ftrange ſuch ſophiſtical Reaſoning 
| ſhould be urged againſt a poſitive Fact, which eve- 
ry Gentleman knew, or might know; that Spain, 
at the Time of ſigning the Convention, did peremp- 
torily refuſe to diſclaim her Practice of Searching. 
L aſtly, We were told by a Gentleman, emi- 


had 10 Allies, and that the prodigious Load of our 


Debts rendered Us incapable of vigorous Meaſures. 


S Nay, it was asked of Thoſe, who diſapproved of 
„the Convention, whether They intended by their 
Cavils to force the Nation into a Var, under theſe 


. diſaſtrous Circumſtances How provoking is it 


to hear Thoſe, who have been negociating Us, for 
-. | cighicen Nears, into ſuch a Situation, making Uſe 
„Jof theſe Arguments, however juſt they might ap- 
» | pear in the Mouths of Others? 8 
e On this it has been obſerved, that the Declara- 
* tion of that bonourable Gentleman, that We had 
neither Money nor Friends, was a very extraordi- 


ly detrimental to the Publick, that He ſkould thus 


1 | confeſs a Circumſtance ſo fall of Humiliation to 
= Himſelf and his Brother ; for it was known that 


1 the Care of continuing to Us our old Allies, and 
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F. nently skilb'd in foreign Affairs, that the Nation 


nary one; eſpecially at a Conjuncture, when if it 
8 | was. believed by our Enemies, it might prove high- 


E'2 procuring; 
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procuring Us new Ones, had been near twenty 
Years his peculiar Province, as the husbanding of 
the publick Treaſure had, during the ſame Time, 
been intruſted to the Management of his Brother, 
| That after his Declaration, it would be impoſſi- 
ble to avoid reflecting on the many Speeches, Pam- 
pphlets, Gazetteers, &c. which for many Years paſt 

have been filled with Encomiums on the Happineſs 
of our Situation ; for in theſe elaborate Performan- 
ces, compoſed, many of them, by the Miniſter him- 


ſelf, and the Authors of all of them nouriſhed by 


his liberal Hand, We have been perpetually con- 
gratulated upon the conſummate Prudence of our 
Alliances, the flouriſhing State of our Trade, the 
Increaſe of our national Wealth, and of our na- 
tional Tufluence, under the preſent glorious Admini- 
ftration. © am” i 

That as to the Load of our Debts, mentioned by 
this Gentieman, as a Diſcouragement to all vigorous 
Attempts, This was ſtill more ſurprizing in his 
Mouth; ſince it was well known that the ſerious 
Efforts made for the Payment of them by Thoſe, 
who were deeply affected with Apprehenſions of 
the Danger, to which their Continuance would at 
laſt expoſe Us, had been often treated by Him and 


his Brother with Contempt and Ridicule; They 


have frequently affirmed in the very ſame Aſſembly, 
that the poſtponing of thoſe Payments was rather 
advantageous than detrimental to the Publick, per- 
fuading us almoſt” annually, on the moſt frivolous 


Pretences, to divert the Treaſure deſtined to this ſa- | 


lutary Purpoſe Nor mult it be forgot that 
the Scheme of a worthy Patriot, and ſtrongly ſup- 
ported, though in vain, by: moſt of the Gentlemen, 


who lately ſeceded, for reducing Intereſt to 3 per 3 
Cent. was rejected by theſe Gentlemen, at that Time, 


and: perhaps will never be in our Power again. 
CE That 
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Our Quota to the Army in anders, under the Duke of 


(37) 


That fo little did zheſe Gentlemen formerly ſeem 


to ſuſpect, that the Revenue of this Kingdom was 


inſufficient to ſupport any Meaſures, however vi- 


- porous, that in theſe Diſputes with Spain, dur ing 


the laſt twelve Years, in which We were engaged 
in no War, we have ſpent, in naval Ar maments, 
Standing Armies, and Alliances, which have neither 


aſſiſted our Friends, nor injured our Enemies, near 


twenty eight Millions of Money, a Sum that would 


have paid, for the ſame Time, #20 Armies equal 
to That, which We maintain'd in Handers, under 
the“ late Duke of Marlborough, and eight Times 


more 


K 


Marlbrough, was 50,000 Men. Their Pay, at a Medium, 
amounted to about 1,060,000 1 per Annum, and when one 


þ- | Year, towards the End of the War, They were augmenteY 
o 65,178, their annual Pay even then amounted to but 


1,324,727 I. 5 3 N 

The Expence of the War, during the Vear 1704, amounted 
to no more than 3,465,886 ariſing from the following Ar- 
ticles, ix. 8 


40,000 Men for S- Servi memes 3 


50,000 Men Land. Forces in Flanders —— 


1,062, 25 2 
Subſidies to the Allies 


For the Portugal Service — — 150. ooo 
The Ordinance far Land-Service —— 118,362 
. 3-465,886 
Our domeftick Expence, in the ſame Year, a- 
mounted only to 1, 183, 00 l, under the follow- 
ing Heads, v1, . Sd 4 
The Civil Li — — — 700,000 
The Ordinary of the Ny I 20,000 
For circulating Exchequer Bill“ ——— 6, ooo 
For Guards and Gar rien. — 357,000 
1,183,000 
$9 


__ eg 


'Þ 

' 

' 
47 


—_— — — — I 
4 — 4 —— 3. — — Bis — edt; KC. 2 W * 22 5 
, V5 : * (net 
* OY . . 0 — — 
EP ĩò —P—»§⁵— 190 ˙ — * 
* * · "pd S __ 1 . 
— 4 Jo 2 a — 2 


Drs: = en 
” 


— — 


« « — * = - * a 
' yr 
» Loh : 2 "yy v * 4 - _ x N 
"ies? - EX w your 
* 
1 N 1 r * — , Ply i” 
A 0 — 1 — 2 . ** I On — 2 * * * — * — 0 ary ps bi 
. IRR" "8 — : : _ — 4 f wo — 
. r .. = 83 * — RN n 3 * 4 ; * 
- K - a — * - 
, — — 
, 
pe : ou 1 
* » * 
* 


—— . 
. > 


the Inconveniences of a Var. If therefore, weak 


Uſage from our Neighbours, it will be difficult 


Honour, and the future Intereſts of our Commerce, 


Impoſition. 


that our Submiſſions would not every Day increaſe 


(wy >. 


more than the whole Expence of the War in that 4 

proſperous Year, 1704, in which We. gain'd the her 

ever-memorable Battle of Blenheim by Land, and I 22 

with our Fleet took Gibraltar, and beat near Ma- 

lag the compleateſt Fleet ever ſent to Sea by 
7 | | | 


A 1 „ 

But again; this Gentleman could not ſurely in- 
tend by this Declaration, that We, were to ſubmit 
to all Indignities of every Kind, Father than riſk 


and contemptible as We are repreſented, it is ſtil 
incumbent on U)s, to reſent a certain Degree of ill 


even to imagine an Incident more prejudicial to our 


than this inſolent Proteſt of Spain. Every difinte- | 
reſted Brun, who examines the Circumftances of | 
this deceitful Contrivance, will ſurely reſolve, that 
whilſt there remaing one Ship of our Navy, Hands 
to man her, and Money to arm and victual her, | 
it would be inglorious to ſubmit to ſo barefac'd an 
But farther, our behaving under this Affront, 
with a Dignity and Spirit worthy of the Britiſh 
Nation, would in all Probability prove the moſt 
effectual Means of avoiding a War, which a tame 
Complyance muſt at laſt inevitably bring upon us. 
It is ridiculous to ſuppoſe, that our Condeſcenſion 
in this Inſtance would render Spain leſs preſuming; 


dry 1 
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So that the whole Expence of that Vear, made up of theſe 
two Sums, is 4,648, 886 1, or ſomething more than four Mil- 
Vous and an Hi,; which is but about ove Million and a Qgar- 
ter more than it hath coſt Us each Year, at- an Average, for 
zevetve Fears paſt, if the Civil. Liſt be reckon'd at a Millan. 


„ 
her Pretenſions, and that her repeated Inſults would 
not at laſt end in a Var, or in our Servitude. 
That in Reality her preſent Violences were ma- 
nifeſtly the Effect of our chriſtian Forbearance, 
and had always increaſed in Proportion to our Con- 
ceſſions; that, had two or three Men of War been 
employed againſt her Guarda Coftas ten Years ago; 
and had ſpeedy and exemplary Juſtice been execu- 
ted on ſuch of thoſe Pyrates, as had been found aQ- 
ing illegally, in all Probability our late Diſputes 
| with that Nation might have been unknown to Us; 


= would have ſeriouſly concerned Himſelf with the 
& Intereſts of a few avowed- Thieves at Porto Rico 
and the Havana: nor could France, in ſuch a Caſe, 
have interpos'd, with the leaſt Pretence of Juſtice 


4 - That an Appearance of Spirit might yet ſave 


s Us; but if We again gave Way, Spain might be 
encourag'd to expect an unreſerv'd Complyance 
with all her Demands, and from thence be em- 
bolden'd to increaſe her Inſolence and Tyranny to 
"I ſuch a Degree, that even the- preſent pacifick Gen- 
emen would at laſt be neceſſitated to declare for 
Var, under the additional Diſadvantage of having 
perhaps, incurr'd freſh Diſcredit with all their 


5 : Neighbours, as well as Diſtruſt amongſt their own 
\n 8 Countrymen ; whilſt They have ſuffer'd Spain to 
„ ſtrengthen Herſelf. with an Allyance of the greateſt 
ſe Conſequenee, ſecuf d to, Them by Treaty, and ce- 
$a mented. by Marriage. 


— i= Thus have I laid before You the principal Cir- 


our receiving that in/olent Proteſt, and ſigning the 
Convention afterwards, without its being withdrawn, 


vas a Behaviour, which to Thoſe, who haye not 
been able to diſcover the fecret Motives of ſuch a 
1 . 5 Conde- 


EL 
ho.” 
£3 
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x64 
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for it could not be ſuppoſed that the King of Spain 5 


cumſtances of this important Afair ; and from this 
Narrative, You will doubtleſs be ſatisfied, that 
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9 
Condeſcenſion, muſt have appeared highly diſho- 
nourable to the Nation. 

And You will ſurely” confeſs that when, at any 
Time, the Deciſions of your Repreſentatives are op- 
poſed to the general Senſe of the. Knagthm, You can- 
not be too diligent i in examining the B38 that 
have determined Them. 


This Enquiry is a Duty 100 owe to pur o unn 


Safety, and to their Characters. 
In this Diſſertation I ſhall fuppoſe a Parliament 
totally ſubſervient to a Miniſter for their Pay, with- 
out the leaſt Regard to Honour, to Juſtice, | to 
their Country, or their Poſterity 3 a Situation I am 
very far from believingWe either now are, or ever 
ſhall be in; and therefore hope I may, age argue with 
full Freedom, .and without Offence? 

Whenever, by the Number of profitable Places 
in the Gift of the Crown or the Miniſter, as well 
as the immenſe Sums, that an exorbitant Civil-Liſt, 
and our prodigious annual Expenge naturally put 
into his Hands, He can procure a Majority of the 
Legiſlature to become his Penſioners, and to confi- 
2 4 the pecuniary Rewards, which They receive 
from his Hands, as of infinitely more Conſequence, 
than what their Share of the publick Expentes a- 
mount to; a Parliament thus modelled can ſurèly 
be no Defence to our Liberty ; ſince no Reafon 
can be given, why They ſhould, at any Time, op- 
poſe the Will of their Paymg however miſ- 
chievous or tyrannical ;. for T atWould be maim- 
ing the Hand that feeds Them, and fooliſhly a- 
bandoning thoſe Advantages, which They had 05 
ready preferr*d to every other Intereſt and Obliga- 
tion, as of more Account, than their Conſcience, 
heir Honour, and their Country, = 


The abſolute Power acquired over Us by Abel 


Methods will be che more fara] and permanent, 
when 


preſslz 
fidenc 
have 
Traffit 
ceſfary 


* 


(41) | 


when it is diſguiſed under the exterior Shew of our 
ancient Conſtitution ; becauſe the Bulk of Mankind, 
percetving no Change. in the cuſtomary Forms of 
_ Government, ſuſpect not the Fraud till too late; 
and thus Thoſe, whom We-ſhould: appoint the 
Guardians, of gur Liberty, would make uſe of that 
Truſt rele in Them, to huſh our Suſpicions, 
and to perſuade Us into the Belief of our Security ; 
whilſt They were fixing our Chains, and conſult- - 
ing with their Leader, what Precautions were moſt 
prudent to be taken, during this Interval of our, 
Deluſion, to defeat all our Efforts for Redreſs, 
when We ſhould at laſt be awakened, and perceive 
the Horrors of ou Situsti on. 
But the abſolyre Power, to which We ſhould be 
neceſſarily dure ed by a Parliament thus corrupt- 
ed, is not the only Miſchief attending'it. BI 
For abſolute Power may be uſed with Prudence 
and Humanity. It is poſſible that an arbitrary 
Monarch may neither impoveriſh his People by a 
Load of unneceſſary Taxes, nor expoſe Them, by 
the Folly of his Conduct, to the Scorn of their 
Neighbours, and the Power of their Enemies. 
But ſhould We be ever governed by a corrupted 
Parliament, a needleſs Profuſion of the publick 
Tregſure, and an univerſal Miſmanagement of Af- 
fairs, both Foreign and Domeſtick, would in thoſe 
Circumſtances be inevitable, 2 
For as the conſtant Pay of ſuch a Parliament, 
muſt in ſome Shape or other be furniſhed by the 
unhappy People, who are at the fame Time ruined 
by their Venality ; and as an immediate Tax, ex- 
preſsly for this Purpoſe, would even ſhock that Con- 
fidence, which no Degree of publick Shame could 
have Force to affect; therefore that their belov'd 
Traffick might not be ſuſpended, it would be ne- 
ceſſary to alarm the Nation with chimerical Neceſ- 
SS 8 fities 
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f ies and i imaginary Dan ert; ; AE: he pu blick Ex- 
pence being by theſe - cofeieetuginehred, there 
might. be more Room: in abe -Yarijous” Articles, of 
whſdb it would conſiſt, to allot to the 6&4 
"the: Means of their private Inde mie 
would N /lipns be BPO n; the. N atibfi, under the 
mo imperittſent Pfetences, rheerly kbar theſe Imple- 
ments of Power might filth. their: ten Thouſands out 
-of them, whilſt They are txeating the Diſtreſſes of 


the Publick, occaſioned by theſe exorbitant Ex- 


HSAs, with Raillery and Contempt. 
It is, indeed but reaſonable that zhe/z Gentlemen 


aud receive ſome Gratification from the Miſeries 
th reſt of Mankind, ſince by abandoning the Inte- 
relt of the Common. weallb, and giving up their Con- 
ſciences into the Keeping ofa Miniſter, They would 
become the Objects of publick Odium. It is like- 
wiſe to be ſuppoſed that, in their Turns, They 
weuld burn with the ſincereſt Hatred to Thoſe, 

whom, having thus grievouſly abuſed, They can- 


not help conſidering as their Enemies; 3 and as 
Thoſe, from whoſe Hands They might one Day 
apprehend the Juſt Reward due to wan Feen 


refs. 


Beſides engaging WY Nation in- 0 moſt 
cxtravagant Expences, the better to protect ang 
diſguiſe their Exceſſes, a Parliament thus: de- 
bauched would of Neceſſi ty occſion the publick 
Affairs to be managed witſt a/ greater Degree © 
Unſkilfulneſs, than would; be done in any .otber 


Government ; for às it is to Be- preſumed, that the 
Gentlemen compoſing the Majority of Auch. an A. 


fembly would, in this Caſe, be me[t':of- Them pol- 
ſefled, either by Themſelves or- Leh Friends, f 


the principal Peſts of the Government; and of the 
Direction of thoſe Offices, through which all the na. | 
tional Tranſactions wyll pals 3 and as the greateſt 

Bun , 


1. ieh. Thus 


; q 0 N I, 
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Pare of Klett 8 Faiſed to thoſe Placid not 1 
on Account ok: their Merit, or . particular , Abilities, 4 
bet 508 . in Heir Cob se OY che n Me iþ 
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every Kin id, mig8t;be-filled with Men wech 
of the Employments allotted to then. 
Beſides this general Want of Abilities, which, LR, 
would be occaſioned hereby in every Part of vr. I. f 
Conduct, it would be highly the Intereſt {of *1 2 DES. . 
Corrupted, that to theſe unavoidable Irreg e e q 


as many voluntary Errors as poſſible nh De Wt | 
(+ PE 
added; ſince when, by a Complication of Diſ- i 


tes, the Nation ſhould at any Time be alarmed, Fi 
and the Miniſter ſhould ſuſpect his Safety, the 
Price of Corruption would advance; new Preten- | 
fons would be pleaded ; new Diſtributions made; \ * 
and new Places erected; ſo that the Blunders We — 
ſhould make in our national Affairs, would be of 
all Incidents the moſt lucrative, and therefore the — —m_ 
moſt deſirable to a corrupted Parliament. "7; 

And if (as We have ſeen) an unneceſſary Pro- 
- fuſion of the publick Treaſure, and an eternal 
Round of Blunders in our. national Affairs, muſt 
be the inevitable Conſequence of a benal Legiſla- 
Lo it cannot. de doubted that We malt allo ” 


3 LOS. | 


or ric, me he *.* Be Mage "4 the Pub 


lick, and begin to apprehend its juſt Reſentment; 
G 2 and 
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and as the Protection acquired by theſe odious Me- 
thods will continually augment the publick Ha- 
tred, it would become more and more neceſſary to 
a Minſter, in ſuch Circumſtances, to perpetuate 


his Influence over the Parliament, from whence only 
He could hope for Security againſt the united 


Murmurs of an inflamed People. By theſe Means 
his own Safety, and the Continuation of his Power, 


being of ſo much more Importance to Him, 


than the Intereſt or Honour of that Country, by 
which He would know Himſelf-deteſted, He would: 


naturally purſue the Methods of Corruption, and 


conſider them as the principal, if not ſole Opera- 
tions of Government, which would be worthy of 


his Attention; at the ſame Time diſregarding the 


Loſs of our national Reputation, the Deſtruction. 


of our Commerce, and the Abolition of our Power, 


provided that over any of theſe Ruins the grand 
Machine of Corruption might be conducted with 


greater Eaſe and Security; for Corruption will 


neceſſarily make one Miniſter abſolute, and put 
the whole Legiſlature in his Pocket, as Villars 
Duke of Buckingham did Proxies, which He car- 
ry'd to ſuch a Pitch, that it occaſion'd an Order, 
which is {till obſerv'd, that no Lord ſhould have 
more than #wo Proxies. i 

Thus does it appear that a corrupted Parliament, 
inſtead of protecting the public Liberty and the 
Public Happineſs, by having its Intereſt connected, 


as it ought to be, with That of the reſt of the 
Nation; inſtead of thus anſwering the Purpoſe of 


its Original Inſtitution, would deliver us up, ak 


moſt without Redemption, to the deſpotick Power 


of their Paymaſter. They would pillage the pub- 
lick Treaſure without Remorſe; draining the 
People, on the moſt groundleſs Pretences, of - vaſtly 


larger Sums, than even what the odicus Wages of 


their 
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lutio 
medi 

T 
his 
Red; 

Y 
obſe 
Com 
larly 
tion, 


their Servitude amounts to, with a View that, in 
the Multiplicity of Tranſactions, their own Pluu- 
der mitht be more eaſily ſcreen'd from Obſervation. 
We have alſo ſeen, that it muſt neceſſarily throw 
the Buſineſs of the Nation into Hands the leaſt 
capable of executing it, by which Means our 
Commerce, our Reputation, our Spirit, and our 
Power, would immediately decay, by no ſmall 
Degrees; and from the moſt free, the moſt hap- 
Py, and the braveſt People in the Univerſe, We 
ſhould ſoon become contemptible Slaves, eminent 
only for our Yretchedneſs and Cowardice, 
* Theſe would be the dreadful Conſequences of a 
corrupted Legiſlature, if the Virtue of the Nation, 
in ſuch an Exigency, ſhould not interpoſe betimes ; 
and from hence You may judge of what infinite 
Importance it is to your Safety, that even on the 
& Suſpicion of any indirect Influence upon your Re- 
' preſentatives, your Attention ought to be awakened 
by every honeſt Art, and your Caſe laid betore 
Lou; that You may be enabled to diſcover when- 
ever You are -in Danger of being betrayed, or 
| fold by your Repreſentatives ; for if, in Conſe- 
quence of theſe Informations, You timely ſuſpect 
the Miſchief, it will then be in your Power to 
prevent its Effects; ſince there is veited in You, 
by the Laws of the Land, and the repeated Reſo- 
lations of the Houſe of Commons, an effectual Re- 

medy againſt all theſe Diſorders. 
The Remedy I mean is the Right of petitioning 
his Majeſty for a free Parliament, and tor the 
Reareſs of Grievanees. 3 : 
You are intitled to this Right, as I have already 

| obſerved, by numerous Retolutions of the Houſe of 
Commons, and by many expre/5 Laces; particu- 
larly by the Bill of Rights, framed at the Revoly-; 
dion, as the Charter ¶ aur future Freecom, * 
| | 8 Nay, 


Nay, fo facred has this Right been formerly 


eſteem'd, that when, on Occaſion of the Petitions 
for the Sitting of the Parliament, from alt Parts 


of the Kingdom, in the Time of Charles 29, 


the Court. Party endeavoured to procure Counter- 
Addreſſes, declaring their Abborrence of ſuch Peti- 
tioning; the Parliament, upon their Meeting, did 
not only declare, Nemine contradicente, that it is, 
and ever hath been the undoubted Right of the Sub- 
ects of England to petition the King for the calling 
and ſitting of Parliaments,, and redreſſing Grie- 
vances; but They alſo reſolved, that to traduce ſuch 


a Petitioning as à Violation of Duty, and to repre- 


ſent it to his Majeſty as tumultuous and ſeditious, is 
to betray the Liberty of the Subject, and contributes 


to the Deſign of ſubverting the ancient legal Conſtitu- 


tion of this Kingdom, and introducing arbitrary 
Power. 5 


In Conſequence of theſe Votes it was ordered, 


that @ Committee be appointed, to enquire of all ſuch 
Perſons, as have offended againſt theſe Rights of the 


Subjefts; and Sir Francis Withens having been 


found guilty by the Committee of encouraging the 
* for the Aborrency &c. it was reſolved, 
that 

ing to his Majeſty an Addreſs expreſſing his ſaid Ab- 
borrency, hath betrayed the undoubted Rights of the 
Subjects of England. F 


It was allo ordered that He ſhould be expelled 
the Houſe, and that He ſhould receive his Sentence 


on his Knees. 


Many others too were cenſured ; - and an Im- 


peachment was ordered againſt Sir Francis North, 


Chief Juſtice of the Common Pleas, tor adviſing 


and aſſiſting in drawing up and paſſing a Proclama- 


tion, that had been iſſurd againſt ummultuous Pe- 


titions. 
3 


ir Francis Withens, by promoting and preſent- 
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Nor is it ſurprizing that an honeſ# Parliament 
' ſhould thus ſtrenuouſly aſſert the Right of the Sub- 
je& to petition his Majeſty for the Redreſs of their 
Grievances ; eſpecially for the Calling, and Sitting 
f Parliaments ; for Experience had taught Them, 
that in our moſt ſcandalous Times, when the Prac- 
tice of influencing our Repreſentatives, by pecuniary 


Diſtributions, had taken Place, the moſt effectual 
Method of removing this Evil, had been found 
to be Addreſſing his Majeſty to grant to his loyal 
Subjects the Benefit of a free Parliament, either by 
delivering up to publick Juſtice Thoſe of his 
Minifters, who had thus abuſed his 7oyal Confidence, 
in debauching the Legiſlature, or by diſſolving the 
Parliament, which had ſubmitted to this Diſho- 
nour, and thereby. putting it in the Power of the 
Publick, by a aew Election, to replace with Gen- 
tlemen more worthy of their Confidence the Seats 
of Thoſe, who were known thus infamouſly to 

have betrayed their Truſt, _ + a 
And ſhould You, by the future Triumphs of 
Corruption, be ever neceſſitated to requeſt the ſame 
gracious Favour of his preſent Majeſty, We ſhould 
have the ſtrongeſt Preſumptions to hope, from his 
known Regard to-F#u/tice, and to the Intereſts of 
his People, that in this righteous Cauſe He would 

not be inexorable to your Petitions. 
For if, in any ſuch future Exigence, it ſhould 
appear to his Majeſty by the Unanimity and Ear- 
neſtneſs of your Addreſſes, that your Complaints 
were not the artful Clamours of a Faction, aiming 
at Power, nor did ariſe from all the wicked Arts 
and Inſinuations, that Malice and Falſbood could ſug- 
geſt; but were founded on the real Ills We eue 
tee]; when it ſhould by theſe Means be evident 
to his Majeſty, that zbeſe Petitions of his faithful 
Subjects were only the honeſt Efforts of a free 
| 3» | People, 
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People, zealous for the Preſervation of their Ho- 
nour and their Liberty, and thereby moſt effectu- 
ally fecuring the Luſtre of the Throne, it would 
be Injuſtice to his known Paſſion for Eguity, to 
ſuppoſe that, under theſe Circumſtances, We 
ſhould not receive from his royal Hands all the 


Redreſs, which the Greatneſs of our Sufferings 
would then require. Ro 


But as We cannot flatter Ourfelves that all our 


future Monarchs will be equally diſpoſed with his 
preſent Majeſty, to liſten to the juſt Requeſts of 
their People; and as it is much more prudent to 


revent Diſorders, than to neglect them for a Time, 


relying on the Efficacy of the Remedies, of which 
We are ſuppoſed to he Maſters, it would therefore 


become your Prudence ſerioufly to deliberate on 
the moſt likely Means of fecuring your Repreſen- 
tatives, at all Times, from this pernicious Influence 


of Corruption, ſo fatal to their Honour, and to 
your Safety. | 


- 


This J conceive, as to the Houſe of Commons, 
will be beſt effected by a Bill, that ſhould reſtrain 


and limit the Number of Members, poſſeſſed of 


Places under the Crown ; and ſhould at the fame 
Time enact proper Penalties againft ſuch Perſons, 
beyond the Number allow'd, who, during their 
Continuance in that Houfe, ſhould partake of the 


| Bounties of the Crown, either in Penfions, Grants, 
Places, Quartering, or in any other Shape what- 


ever; for the ealy Diſcovery of all which ſecret 


Tranſactions, effectual Methods ſhould likewiſe be 


taken in the ſame Bill. . | 
Such an AF as this would eſtabliſh and confirm 


the antient Luſtre of the Houſe of Commons; for: 
it would cffcctually render the Intereſt of that 
Body inſeparable from the true Intereſt of the Na- 


tian; and, We ſhould thereby have the moſt indu- 
„ | bitable 


bitable Security that the general Courſe of our 
publick Affairs, would be directed by a due Re- 
gard to our Honour, and our Happineſs. 


This, perhaps, might be one of the Motives, 
which incited Thoſe, whom for many Years paſt 


You have conſidered as the Guardians of your Li- 


 berty, to engage in the late Seceſſion, in order to 
avow to You in the moſt affecting Manner a Truth, 
that had You been only told it, might poſſibly 
not have ſufficiently alarmed You. 

Wich this Truth, however diſagreeble, your 
Safety demands that You ſhould be acquainted ; it 
being in your Power only to ſave the Nation from 
the impending Danger. 3 CEOS 

Know then that it is the Opinion of Thoſe, 
who have hitherto exerted Themſelves in your 
Service, that if a Place-Bill be not procured, all 
their honeſt Efforts will for the future be uſeleſs to 
You, and your Conſtitution will ſoon be at End. 


For it cannot be doubted that our Conſtitution 


will be at End, and We ſhall he Slaves to the 
Crown, whenever a Majority of both Houſes of 
Parliament are Servants of the Crown, and vote 
only as the Miniſter directs Them. 3 
The Houſe of Lords We all know to be a per- 
manent Body, and moſt of the great Offices. of 
Slate will probably, nay even neceſſarily, be ſhar'd 
amongſt Them. Perſons of ſuch exalted Rank 
and Honour may not be thought ſo liable to the 
Influence of a Miniſter; but it will require no ſmall 
Degree of Virtue to oppoſe his Meaſures, however 
unjuſt, if it ſhould be true that the annual Sum of 
$09,400 : 00 :.00 I. is diſtributed amongſt Them. 


n the Houſe of Commons, above two. Hundred 


Members are known to poſſeſs profitable Poſts; of 
which it is in the Power of the Crows to diſpoſ- 
ſeſs Them at Pleaſure z and the Total of their 
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known Salaries amounts to above fre Hundred 
thouſand Pounds per Annum. | 

There are, beſides, great Numer of Candi- 
dates for Places; it being a Maxim: perpetually 
inculcated amongſt all Thoſe, who have any Pre- 
tenſions to Preferments of any Kind, that the moſt 
ſpeedy and infallible Method of lucceeding, is 
being choſen into Parliament; nay, it is not un- 
common for a Poſt to be given away, under this 
expreſs Condition, that He, who receives it, ſhall 
immediately endeavour to get Himſelf choſen; 


and in many Offices the Poſſeſſor is expected to be 


conſtantly in Parliament, his Seat in that Houſe be- 
ing conſidered as the Tenure, by which He holds 


his Place, and without which his Poſſeſſion would 


be very inſecure. 


That theſe Gentlemen might be fully inform'd of 


the Duty expected from Them, it hath lately 
grown a Cuſtom to diſplace Thoſe, who, being 

influenc'd by an honeſt Regard for the Truſt re- 
gd in Them, have ventur'd to oppoſe any mini- 


ſterial Meaſures, which They apprehended to be 


miſchievous to the Intereft of that People, of whoſe 
Rights They had been conſtituted Protectors. 

Nay, fo far have theſe Practices, theſe pernicious 
1 been avowed, that on ſome extraordi- 


ary Inſtances of this Kind, which had been 


ioc in Parliament, a certain Miniſter had 
the Aſſurance to declare in the Face of that Aſſem- 
bly, that He muſt be a very pityful Fellow, if He 
did not immediately turn out Thoſe, who at any 
Time ſhould e his Meaſures, a Proceeding, 


which He was pleas'd to flite endeavouring to make 
Him leſs a Miniſter. 


This being therefore the avowed Caſe, that who- 


ever ventures to oppoſe the Will of the Miniſter, 
is ſure of lorfeiting all the Advantages He re- 


ceives 
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ceives 50080 . 7. it requires no Depth of 
Judgment to diſcern, that our Liberties and Pro- 
perties, can ever be effectually ſecured, for the 
Time tq come, againſt the moſt licentious Schemes 
ef Power, till the Number of Place-Men in the 


Houſe of Cammons is reduced fo low, as to render 


Them incapable of controuling the honeſter Dect- 
ſions of the uninfluenc'd Part. 

| For, as We have already obſerv'd that the 
known Salaries of the Plack- Men amount at preſent 
ro above two hundred thouſand Pounds per Annum, 


in the Houſe of Commons, beſides ſecret Bounties, 


which ſome of Them may be ſuſpected to receive; 
how can it be expected, in theſe degenerate Days, 


that ſuch an immenſe Income ſhould be aban- 
doned, meerly from the Motive of honeſtly diſ- 


5 charging the Truſt repoſed in Them by their 
Electors. 


For inſtance, the annual Stipends receiv'd from 
the Crown by one Family only amount to more 


than the hole Land Tax of that County, in which 


their Eftates are ſituated. If this Revenue was in 
leſs honeſt Hands, it could not be expected, that 


the Reduction df our national Expences, the Dimi- 


nution of our Taxes, or the Payment of our Debts, 


ſhould ever inflyence Them in Oppoſition to their 
more important Intereſt, ſo vaſtly exceeding all that 


They could ever futter from the publick Poverty 
and Misfortunes. 

Moreover, the hard Condition of a Place- Man 
in Parliament, and the Neceſſity He is under, 
either of betraying. his Country, if required, or 
loſing a conliderable Part of his Subſiſtence, 


will neceſſarily deter all honeſt Men from engaging 


in ſo hateful a Situation; or if there ſhould be 


amongſt Theſe ſome one of a more inflexible Diſ- 
poſition, who dares to follow the Dictates of his 


— own 


(52) 
own Heart, though his whole Fortune fell a Sacri- 
fice to his Integrity, yet This does not mend the 
Matter. His Place would be immediately taken 
from Him, and if it be conſiderable, another would 
be ſoon found, who would engage Himſelf, on Con- 
dition of having it given Him, to purchaſe the 
Votes of the next venal Borough, that is vacant, and 
thus the deſtructive Syſtem of Corruption would 
continue all its Motions with unabating Vigour. 

Beſides, as our Judgment takes a ſtrong Tincture 
from our Inclinations, and as Approbations and 
Diſapprobations, even of the moſt judicious Men, 
are in ſome Degree influenced by their Wiſhes, 
there will not be wanting Thoſe, who though truely 
denominated honeſt Men, and ſuch whoſe Actions 
are ever agreeable to their general Opinions; yet 

as tO theſe ien, the Diſcovery that the Miniſter 
purſued Meat ares detrimental to the Pyblick, would 
be a very „ it Misfortune ; - fince the Oppoſition 
They muſt din engage in, would deprive Them 
of Adams dich may poſſibly be extremely 
neceſſary to t. preſent Condition of Life. This 

Intereſt, which . ney have upon a Suppoſition that 
the Deſigns of the Miniſter ſhould be upright and 
honourable, will naturally affect their Opinions of 
publick Affairs, ind will imperceptibly eſtabliſh in 
their Minds ſuc temporary and fallacious Principles 
as may beſt contribute to the Quieting of their 
Conſciences, a the Aſſiſtance They thus lend, 
unknown to Themſelves, to the moſt deſtructive 
FCeben .,., 8 . 

What occaſions all the Corruption in our liſile 
Boroughs, but the general Opinion of Corruption 
within Doors; which gives every mercenary Elector 
a Pretence for asking to be paid for his Vote? 
This Profuſion of the publick Treaſure is likewiſe 
very detrimental to the Honour of the Crown, 80 

9 | 9 


only as it makes a bad Impreſſion on the Minds 
of the People, but diſables his Majeſty from ex- 
erting his known Generoſity for the publick Good. 
What ſignifies an immenſe Civil-Lift, whilſt the 
greateſt Part of it is ſuck'd up by Places, Pen- 
ſions and ſecret Service ® Would it not be infinitely 
more glorious for ſo good @ Prince to refund Part 
of it, for the Eaſe of a People groaning under 
their Burthens 3 or, at leaſt, to employ it for the 
Support of new-ere&ted Manufactures, ſuch as the 
Scotch and Iriſh Linnens, or the Encouragement of 
_ uſeful Arts and Sciences? The building of J/2- 
minſter Bridge only, at the royal Expence, inſtead 
of a deſtruftive Lottery, would be a more laſtin 
and honourable Monument to his Majeſty's. Me- 
mory, than all the Money thrown away by the 
Methods before mention'd. 1 

The Neceſſity therefore of a 1 aw for reſtraining 
the Number of Place- Men, that 1 uy fit in Parlia- 
ment, appearing thus obviouſly reoulũte to our fu- 
ture Preſervation, You may pe e Me, how 


* 


ſo great a Good may be prœ by your Influ- 
EUNCE. © | 5 


To this Ianſwer, that if fully convinced of its 
ablolute Neceſſity, You reſolve to contribute your 
utmoſt Efforts to obtain it, Yo. cannot ſurely fail 

in ſo virtuous an Atempt. 3 3 

For, not to repeat the Weight that your united 

Petitions would have on your Repreſentatives, or 

the Iuſtructions, which You-have #ow a Right to 

give Them, the Time will ſoon come, when a 

new Parliament myſt be choſen ; and it will then 

be in your Power to make each Candidate's Aﬀec- 
tion to this moſt ſalutary Law a Teſt of his Me- 
rit, and how far He is worthy of the Truſt He 
ſollicits. By theſe Means it will be poſſible, if 
You are unanimous, to compole a Majority of 
CA e the 


. 


the next Parliament, of ſuch Gentlemen as are ho- 
neſt enough not only to acknowledge the Neceſſity 
of this Law, but alfo to exert their utmoſt Endea- 
yours actually to obtain it. 
The late Seceſſion too will much contribute to 
„„ 7H TRE 
For as it was principally founded.6n the appa- 
rent Neceſſity of ſuch a Law, it has by theſe 
Means united the Wiſhes and Endeavours of all, 
who have engaged in it, on this important Point. 
That You may be the better apprized of the 
Advantages of the Secefion, and how much it may 
tend, in its Conſequences, to procure Us this laſt- 
ing Security for our Liberty; J muft inform You 
chat 75%, who are the moſt deeply intereſted in 
the Prevalence of Corruption, have been greatly 
alarm'd on this Occaſion, and have therefore ex- 
erted all their Endeavours to render it odious, in 
order to prevent the good Effects of it, by repre- 
ſenting it as a Breach of Truſt, and that it would 
have been more agreeable to the Confidence re- 
pos'd in thoſe Gentlemen by their Electors, to have 
adher'd to the accuſtom'd Forms, and thereby im- 
poſing upon the Nation, than to have declar'd the 
Truth, and inform'd their Conſtituents, as They 
did by this Behaviour, that in the preſent Circuin- 
ſtances of Affairs it was impoſſible to do Them 

any Service. , gs 

| Beſides, does not every Member of Parliament, 
who accepts of an-Fniployment after his Election, 
give up the” Truſt repos'd in Him by the People 
more than Thoſe, who withdraw Themſelves for 


4 while, in order to put Matters upon à better 


Footing? It is therefore ridiculous forthe Court- 
Party to upbraid the Country Party with Self-inte- 
reſted Views, and betraying their Truſt, whilſt They 
arc ſo notoriouſly guilty of both Themſelves in a 

| 1 5 more 
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more eminent 8 --- It may be ſaid, perhaps 


that They forfeit their Seats, by accepting. an 
Employment, and that it is in the Option of the 
Electors whether They will chuſe Them again. 


But it is well known how theſe Affairs are often 


manag'd ; that ſome Places are tenable with a 
Seat in Parliament; and that many Others are held 

in Truſt for Them. 

The minifterial Party have likewiſe endeavour'd 
to exaggerate the Danger, to which We ſhould be 
hereby expoſed; ſince the Nation would, by theſe 
Means, be left in the Hands of ſuch Perſons, as ĩt 
is preſum'd thoſe Gentlemen, compoſing the Sece/- 
ſion, ſuſpect of Deſigns not the moſt innocent. 
But ſurely after the Convention had been approved 


of, it could not be ſuppos'd, that any other Mea- 


ſure from the ſame Quarter, could have miſcarried 
by their Oppoſition 3 not even that unlimited and 
moſt extraordinary Vote of Credit itſelf, which was 
paſs d at the End of the Seſſion, when the Houſe 
Is generally thin, without what is now. call'd a Se- 
eff z0n, It was reaſonable, at leaſt, to believe, 
and Experience has confirm'd it, that the Watch- 


fulneſs of the Publick, excited by this particular 
be a much greater Security, againſt 


Step, would 


any ew Law, that ſhould have been miſchievous 
to our Liberty, than the faint unavailing Efforts 
of a Minority, which had been ſo lately defeated 
in a Queſtion, the leaſt liable to Diſpute of any, 
that had ever been before hat. Houſe. 

They have likewiſe repreſented this Secelſi 701 as 


an Appeal to the People, intended to excite Them 


to a Cin Haß but This is a Calumny too groſs 
to be impo on any, but the very j of 
their own 2 14 bireling Herd. The bare 5 
ect ion of the Names 77 the Gentlemen engaged. i 

it, the Property They poſſeſs, and their. paſt: Be- 


haviour 
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haviour in publick Life, ſufficiently confute it 


It was only a Kind of /ilent Proteſt, and in the 
moſt decent Way, to recover That, without 
which all muſt be Joſt. Beſides, I am affur'd 


that it aroſe from no previous Concert amongſt any 


of the Members, but was the Reſult of every 
Gentleman's private Judgment of Things, and 
the Impoſſibility of ſtemming the *Torrent —— 
What could be more affecting than the laſt Words 


of the Merchants, viz. that They muſt diſpoſe 


of their Ef?#s, ſell their Ships, part with their 
Plantations,' and fly 'to ſome other Country for 


Protection, if They could not find it here? 
7 
It muſt however be acknowledg'd that his Se 


eefſion was intended as an Appeal to the Publick ; 
an Appeal not to excite You to Rebellion, but to 
perſuade You by the legal Methods, which our 


_ Conſtitution has put into your Hands, to fave your 
Country from all future Dangers, in which the 
1woln Power of Corruption may one Time involve 


You. It was intended as a Motive for examining 
into the Events, that preceded it; that You 
might be ſatisfied of your preſent Situation, and 
it was not doubted that if Tou ſhould, upon 
ſuch an Enquiry, find Yourfelves in any Danger, 
You would unanimouſly concur in ſome lawful 
Method to prevent it. * 
If You ſhould viſibly concur with the Gentle: 
men, who have wichdrawn Themſelves, that a 
Place- Hill is the moſt proper Expedient, upon 
this Occaſion, They will probably attend the en/u- 
ing Seſſion, in order to propoſe and ſupport this 
ſalutary Law, not doubting that if They are ſe- 
conded by your Petitions to your reſpective Repre- 
ſentatives, framed with a Zeal and Steadineſs be- 
coming the Occaſion, They may even then pro- 
a cure 
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cure this mew Reſtrittion, ſo neceſſary to the future 
Preſer vation of our”-Liperty.... 


But ſhould all their Efforts on this Head prove 
abortive, the next Seſſion, as They are fully fatis- 


fied, that it would be in vain to attempt the Ser- 


vice of the Publick, in any other Shape till 2h. 


Law can be obtained; They may, perhaps, in 
Conſequence of ſuch a Diſappointment, again re- 
treat till, by the Exertion of your Virtue and 
Spirit in a new Zlefion, You ſhall ha ve procured 
to the Kingdom a -wew Parliament, that ſhall, 
without Heſitation, Fant to the Wiſhes and Ne- 
ceſfities of the Publick, this invaluable Bleſſing. = 
Upon the whole, Lou cannot doubt, after what 


hath been already ſaid, that a Bill of this Nature 
is abſolutely neceſſary for the Preſexyation of your 


Liberties, and the Support of your. Conſtitution. 
| There hath been rais d on the Nation, . for 
eighteen Years paſt, at a Medium, near ſeven Mil- 
U mqꝶmgg ? ⅛mã nd rot !? 
We have all felt the Hardſhips of ſo exorbitant 
a Payment. It hath ruin'd the moſt valuable 
Branches of our Trade, and brought a very con- 
ſiderable Part of the Kingdom to Beggary and 
It is highly the Intereſt of the Publick that, by 
the Payment of our Debts, and Frugality in all our 
Expences, We ſhould reduce theſe annual Payments 
Were our Dedzs paid, and- eur Affairs manag'd, 


. with proper Orconomy, the whole annual Expetice, 


in Time of Peace, need not exceed 1,170,000, ; 
this Sum being — by the Nr, at the 
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of Tos, that muſt. necefſagi}y.” 2 9 d. $* would 
ke away tgany "of hoſe Plates, 81 are now 


poſſeſod by. Mei of Parliament, - .and' their 
This Reduction of our anal” 3 and 


: entering into frugal Meaſures, would likewiſe abo- 


liſh more of hoſe Places, and cut off many other 
Articles of private Gain, Which our preſent Pro- 
* zon perpetually other: tO. the Favorites of 0 a 


" therefore can We er „ om the pre 
ind, that either our 
Debts, our Taxes, or our Expences, ſhould be in 
any Manner reduc'd, when Te, from whom 
theſe ſalutary Meaſures muſt; Proceed, are 1 
deeply intereſted againſt thern Ps 1 | 


It then, it cannot be. expected that our _—_ 


ſhould be evet paid, our Taxes diminiſh'd, our 


Expences regulated, or oy Liberty ſecur' d, whillt 
the Houſe of Commons, by he Number of Place- 
men in it, ſhould be malen *retain'd by the 


Crown, You will ſurely agree that your moſt ne. 


nuous Endeavour can never by: more e virtuouſly | 
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171 2. and CEE ta be written by a an _ intimate Friend of Sir 
Ronzzr Watretz. u bi Piper, the neceſſary annual 
Expences, in 7:me of Peace, are y 1 to be no "more . tb 
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TU will certainly value the Means of 
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Law, up 


which depends the chief Solidiry. of our Conſti1 . 


» Zion, and tlie Continuance of thoſe Bleſſings to our 
 Poſterity, which We have regen from our An- 
ceſtors. | 
008 have kad? Pridls ws 0 convince Us 
that all Attempts elſewhere are in vain; and there- 
fore our Hopes depend intirely upon You, by all 
legal and 3 Wbt, preſcrib'd by our Con- 
Ritution; for Nothing is farther from my Thoughts 
than animating You to any violent, or tumultuary 


Proceedings: Which would diſgrace fo glorious a 


_ Cauſe, and give our Enemies an Advantage over 
Us, inſtead of redreſſing our Grievances —— No, 
whatever your Reſolutions may be, let the whole 
be conducted with that Duty, which becomes good 
and loyal Subjects, as well as, ſuch 'a Spirit as be- 
_ Freemen, ane Nan * as * _ 
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II may nat be amiſs to ſubjoin a few Obſerva · 
1 tions on what hath paſs'd ſince the Scecſſion. 


I I need not repeat to You that this Meaſure was 
oocaſion'd by the Approbation given to the Con. 
vention, which ſeveral Gentlemen apprehended to 


bo very injurious and diſhonourable to the Nation, 


for Reaſons mention'd in the foregoing Sheets. 


_ They choſe therefore to withdraw, after They 


had born their Teſtimony againſt it, Jeſt even their 
Attendance and fruitleſs Oppoſition might ſeem to 
juſtify and give a Sanction to Meaſures, which 
They could not approve z for it is the old Cant. 
Way of arguing amongſt Men in Power, that 


their Meaſures muſt certainly be right, becauſe 
they had receiv'd the Approbation of Parliament; 


though, perhaps, They might have previouſly ſe- 
cur'd a Majoruy to Themſelves, by Places, Pen- 
Hous, Promiſes, Threatenings, and other courtly 
Methods of the fame Nature —— Beſides, theſe 
Gentlemen never remember, or rather affect to for- 
get, the Caſe of the late Earl of Qxford, who was 
impeach'd of High-Treaſoy in one Parliament for 
concluding a Trauy, which was voted juſt, wiſe 
a q honourable by a former Parliament; and every 


Body knows who had the principal Management of 


that Proſecutiop. wig . 

As much as the late Convention was extoll'd by 
the * fe Party, and even ſaid to contain all 
that culd be expected at the End of. the. moſt ſucceſſ 
ful Mar; yei it very ſoon appear'd to be as inef- 
tectual as any of our former Treaties," and fully 

WET In as 95, 5" 


—— . — at , - E _ * 
— — — 


E 


juſtify'd the A benſions of theſe Gentlemin, who . 
| IT} he r indeed, the moſt ſhore. 
lived Treaty, that ever was made, and reſemble? 
the Animal on the Banks of the Nile, which is faid 36 
to perform all the Functions of Life in one Day. 

For, upon the South-Sea Company's refuſing - to 

pay the unjuſt Demand of 68,000 I, ſtipulated: 1 
our Minifter at "Madrid, without their Conſentz © 
the Court of Spain peremptorily _— to Low any | 
Part of the 95,000 f. which was 
a pretended Reparation for the Lo ro our ow thee 5 
cbants; and thus the Time ſtipulated far the Pay» 
ment of it elaps'd, by which the Convention was, 
in Effect, di Jod. Nor could the Court of 
Spain be prevaiꝰd upon, by all the pathetick Re- 
monſtrances of our Plenipotentiaries, to pr ' 
upon the orber Points refer d to Them, without 
making the Payment of this 68,0001. and the 
Revocation of our Feet, two neceflary Prelimina- 
ries. They likewiſe refus'd to give up their inſo. | 
lent Claim of fearching our Ships on the « 
Seas, and even inſiſted on their Right | to ſome of 
our Poſſeſſions in the Mf. Indies. This put an 
End to the Conferences upon which Mr Keene 
_ preſented a <> ering Declaration to the Court of 

Madrid, which was follow'd by an Order of Coun- 
ci ar home, for granting Letters of Marque and 
Roprizal to our Merchants, The Preamble to this 
Order breathes a true Spirit of Reſentment, and 
had the Honour to be fi ads the two Arch- Bi. 
ſhops, and ſome other ny cs Counſellors, in the 
Abſence of the Miniſter, * — retire. 
into the Country, upon this Occaſion. 1 will not 
call it a Szceſſion ; becauſe That is an hard Word, p 
and apply'd only to the Country Party. 
Our military Preparations, both by Sea an 
Land, have been carry. on erer —_ Wo the 
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tinued afterwagds,, it Will. certainly, ad 
caſineſs of the Peaple, t Who hav 
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utmoſt vigour, by Embargoes, Inpreſing. Inliſt- 


ing, and fitting out - Ships. -/This hath, indeed, 


occaſion'd a great Interruption of Trade; and will, 


no Doubt, put Us to a vaſt Expence, But all 
private Conſiderations muſt be facrific'd tothe: pub- 
lick Good; and if a proper Uſe ſhould he made of 
theſe prodigious \Armaments,; 1 believe every honeſt 
rfully ſubmit to his Share of 
hen Burthan n 8 
What ſeems to give the greateſt Uheaſineſs and 
Diſſatisfaction is the Land. Army; which, with the 


preſent Augmentation, is a very formidable Force, 


and may endanger our Liberties, unleſs They are 
employ'd in foreign Service; for here does not 
ſeem to be any great Danger of a domeſſick- Inva- 


fon, from the preſent Circumſtances, of Affairs in 
Eu rope: and If there ſhould be theleaſf Suſpſcion 


of ſuch a Deſign, our great naval Armaments, 


with the Affections of the People, are more than 


ſufficient to defeat it, without ſuch a numerous 


ffanding Army. But if there ſhould be any real 
Occaſion for Them, either at home, or abroad, it 


is to be hoped that They, will be immediately re- 
duced to their ohmer Complement, at leaſt, as ſoon 
as the Service is yer; for if. They. thould be con- 
F 19g to the Un- 
ve lang complainꝰd 
amber of mercenary 
hat may farther 


of the Burthen of a much leſs? 


Troops, in Time of. *Peace..*: 


add to their Apprehenſion,,-is the Experience of 


many Years how difficulF it is to obtain any Re- 


duction of military Forces, when They are once 
rais d; and ſome diſaffected Perſans might, per- 


. * 


ha Sy ſuggeſt that They were kept up fof evil Pur- 


poles againſt the next Election. 

A very little Time will now determine whether 
e att Mar is to be the Iſſue of all our long and 
Bats e tedious 


. 4 * 
. - ow 
: PLAALE =», 
& 47 TVS 4 , 
1 4. a 4 
» i "4 * 


* 7 IF 
3 wo; : 2 3 
8 - * 
' 


* ” 


tedious Negotiations. An honourable Peace is cer- 
tainly the moſt eligible, upon many Accounts; but 
in Caſe That ſhould be any longer deny'd Us by 
our. haughty Enemies, a vigorous War will become 
abſolutely neceſſary, under all our Incumbrances, 


for the Preſervation of our Trade, Honour, Liber- 


ties, and: Conſtitution. I ſhall. therefore conclude 
with this hearty Prayer —— God pꝛoſper the 
Arms of Seat Baitain! ' 
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APPENDIX. 
E K. this fourth Edition it hath been thought 
proper to annex the following very remark- 
able Letter, written by Mr Keene to the Souih-Sea 
Company, after He had receiv'd the King of Spain's 
Declaration ; by which it will appear that, in Pur- 
ſuance of that extraordinary Agreement with Mon- 
ſieur de la Quadra, againſt the Intereſts of the Sou 
Sea Company, and without their Conſent, as is fully 
prov'd: and explain'd in the foregoing Sheets; He 
ere artfully condemns, by the Mouth of his Ca- 
_ tholick Majeſty, the Averſeneſs of the Company to 
ſubmit to the exorbitant Demands of the Spaniſh 
Court; and the more effectually to cajole Them 
into a Complyance, diſplays to Them the upright 
Intentions of tbat Prince Amazing! That al- 
though He had been ſo many Years a Witneſs of 
the unparallelled Tyranny exercis d on his Patrons ; 
inſtead of remonſtrating againſt the Unreaſonable- 
. neſs and Indignity of their Demands in ſuch Terms, 
as might be naturally expected from Him, conſi- 
dering the Nature of his Truſt ; He ſhould covertly 
endeavour to palliate their arrogant and 1nfainqus 
Proteſt againſt his Conſtituents. OY 
It likewiſe merits Oþſeryation, that Mr Keene 
does, in this Letter, ſeem tõ rebuke the Effronterie 
of tboſe Gentlemen, who have ſo confidently aſſer- 
ted, in Contempt of the cleareſt Evidence, that 
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4 * The Reader is defired to obſerve, that the following Letter of 
Mr Keene is dated the 13th if January, 1739, 4h the Con- 
VENTION was fign'd by HIN the very next D, 
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the Declaration deliver'd by Spain had not ing to 
do with the Convention ;:for Mr Keene frankly con- 
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feſſes that the King of Spain had, by thoſe: Means, 
reſerv'd to Himſelf the Right of ſuſpending the 


Alſjiento Trade, unlefs the Company would redeem 
it by the immediate Payment of 68, 0 7. 
If it ſhould appęar, upon a future Enquiry, that 
this Letter was kept in Petto, after its Arrival in 
England, till the Curioſity. of the- Publick was 
ſomewhat abated ; if it ſhould liksgpiſe appear, 


that is Letter was purpoſely "ſeereted from the 


General Court of the South. den Company, ſammon'd 
to conſider of theſe Tranſactions. I ſay, if any 
fuch dark Practices ſhould be hereafter diſcover'd, 


it cannot be doubted that publick, F@ſtice will be 


ermitted to take its free Courſe” againſt © Thoſe, 
who ſhall be found to have artfully endeavour'd to 
delude the Nation and the Company, by concealing 
from the Eyes of Thoſe concern'd'. any Papers, or 
Documents, neceſſary for their Information, on an 


Affair ſo nearly touching their Honour and Intereſt. 
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: To PETER BURRBE,'Fjq;,: 
8 IR. * Ad, Fanuary 13, 1739: 
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AM ſorry to agen $00, that having laid 
before his Catholic Majeſty the Subſtance of the 
epreſentation, which was trahſmitted to Me by 

Order of the Court of Directors in Mr. Smib's 


Letter of the ioth of November, and uſed. q ut- 
moſt Endeavours to prevail upon the Court of 


Spain to agree to its Contents, I have received An- : 
ſwers importing that, the Caiholick King, being in- 
formed that full Powers had been ſent to Me on the 
Part of the Company, in order to finiſh the preſent 
„r 2 Diſpute 


APPENDIX. 


Di - « WO Spain ang Them, would have > 


agreed to a Convention to. be ſigmd at the fame 


Time with That relating to the genera] Concerns of  _ 
our Nation ; but finding: that all I;was authorized 


to do. was to receive new, Advantages,/ inſtead. of 


_ complying with his ut Demands, His Majeſty had 
taken the Reſolution-to reſervè his Right to ſuſpend 


the Courſe of the Aſiento, in Cafe They ſhould 
not pay, in a ſho 
Account & Value of the Peſos Gordos, and the 


Pr ofits of the,Royul Caratine, which Right He has 


actually reſerved by ſending me a Deda ration to 


that Effect, antecedently to the ſigning the Natio- 
nal Conventi „ and without which He would not 


have proceeded to the concluding and executing an 
_ Inſtrument { neceſſary for preſerving the publick 


| Tranquillity, and e e an uſeful and 


laſting F riendſhip tween the two Crowns; but [ 


mult not forget to acquaint You, that if the Com- 


pany ſhould think proper to comply with this pre- 


vious Diſpoſition, the King promiſes, in that 
Caſe, to give the greateſt Attentien to all thety 


Demands, that ſhall appear to oe funded. e 
-Zuſtice,, Equity, and the Treaties. | 3 
Hass c5clidered that this Reſolution hot * 
its Nie, on one hand, from the King o. 


abſolutely refuſing to ſubmit His Right i. 
above-mention'd Sum to any future Diſcuſſion' of 


E Plenipotentiaries, and from is apprehending, o- 
the other, that it muſt of Courſe come before the 
ſaid., Plenipotentiaries, if He ſhould ſign the Con- 


vention, without making his Proteſt; I endea- 
voured to look out for an „ to wave off ſo 
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in order to lay he Reſult of our Conferences, in 
a proper Manner, before the Company, for their 
ultnoace Reſolution; but J had not the good For- 
tune to prevail on his Court to accept my Propo- 
fal. They, indeed, conſented to appoint a Mi- 


#i/ter, Mhoſe Buſineſs was to be limited to treat of 
th. No-connexion there is between the Debt owing 
to Spain, on the above-mention*d Accounts, and 
the Points contained in our late Repreſentations. 
But as He was to. have no other Faculties or 
Powers, and Spain has made her Declaration, I 


thought proper to decline an uſeleſs Offer. 


This being the preſent State of the Affairs of the 


Con 4v az the Court of Spain, I am obliged to 
hay the fame before Them, as I now do by your 


Means, and ſhall only add the particular Concern 
am under at the little Succeſs, which all the Pains. 
and Diligence I have uſed, on this important Oc- 
caſion, have tet with, I have the Honour to be, 
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